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PREFACE. 



'T^HERE can be few Bible readers by whom 
some parts of the Sacred Volume are not 
much more read and consequently better known 
than others. Were a hundred people picked 
out at random from different classes, and of a 
variety of ages, they would probably all be 
found to be more familiar with the Gospel by 
the four Evangelists than with any other book 
of the Holy Scriptures. Familiar, yes, with 
the words, and still more with the events, 
recorded in the life of our blessed Lord. * With 
the letter; but how imbued with the spirit 
contained in those words and acts which " ace 
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the savour of death unto death, or of life unto 
life," according to the mind with which they are 
studied and believed ? It is a common evil 
with those who have been familiar since child- 
hood with the record of our Saviour's sayings 
and doings while on earth, that they read them 
merely looking at the surface, without taking 
note of the inexhaustible treasures of wisdom 
and of grace which a little careful study dis- 
covers. Surely the words that came from the 
lips of Him who spake as never man spake 
cannot be too earnestly searched into. Surely 
the acts of God manifest in the flesh cannot be 
contemplated with too humble and devout 
adoration. St. Paul, in his First Epistle to the 
Thessalonians, speaks of being "allowed of 
God to be put in trust with the Gospel." Is 
it not a trust to all who have it.^ And as 
such, must it not be used } It is a plain duty 
to give to others of our worldly substance 
according to our means ; and just as much is 
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it incumbent on us to endeavour to share the 
treasure God has given us in the knowledge 
of His Son. In the humble hope that by 
drawing attention to some of the lessons that 
may be learnt from the miracles that our 
blessed Lord performed while He was on 
earth some might be induced to "think on 
these things " more than they have yet done, 
I intend, with God's blessing, to write a few 
thoughts upon them, taking them in the order 
in which the Evangelists have recounted them. 
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I. 

The Cleansing of a Leper. 

St. Matthew viii. — St. Mark i. — St. Luke v. 

ST. MATTHEW tells us in his fourth 
chapter that Jesus went about all Galilee, 
healing all manner of sickness and disease 
among the people ; but this miracle of clean- 
sing the leper is the first that he specially 
relates. It is also told with little variation by 
St. Mark and St. Luke. This poor sufferer, 
afflicted with one of the most dreadful diseases 
which sin has brought upon human nature, 
appears to have approached our Lord with no 

B 



2 INCIDENTS IN OUR LORD'S LIFE. 

doubt as to His power, though with some as to 
His inclination to heal him. He says, "If 
Thou wilty Thou canst!' This showed great 
ignorance of the character of the Being whom 
he kneeled down to and worshipped. Blessed 
be God, Christ does not refuse to listen to us 
because we are ignorant, or our case would be 
sad indeed. The man possessed the two great 
essentials : he knew his own need, and he had 
faith in the only Helper. He appealed to the 
Great Physician, knowing that He had power 
to heal ; and that blessed Saviour did not long 
leave him in doubt as to His willingness to do 
so. " And Jesus, moved with compassion, put 
forth His hand, and touched him, and saith 
unto him, / will: be thou clean." This miracle, 
which is told in such few and simple words, 
has always appeared to me a most touching 
one, and to be a very complete and beautiful 
type of the poor lost sinner coming to the 
Saviour, and his reception by Him who came 
to save the lost. The horrible disease of 
leprosy, which taints the flesh, the blood, and 
the bones, does not more thoroughly spread 
itself through the entire physical system than 
does the evil of sin penetrate through every 
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part of man^s moral nature. Christ gives a 
fearful list of what proceeds out of the heart of 
man, — the heart which the Prophet Jeremiah 
declares to be " deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked." We can no more cleanse 
and purify our heart, than we could remove 
the plague of leprosy from our body. No 
wonder that St. Paul cried out, "O wretched 
man that I am ! who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death.?" Let us thank God, 
through Jesus Christ, that to every sinner 
feeling his need, the remedy is offered without 
money and without price. There is a fountain 
for sin and for uncleanness which can wash 
away the blackest stains that sin ever ingrained 
into our nature, — even the precious blood of 
God's own Son, which cleanseth from all sin. 
Flee to it, diseased and dying sinner ; flee to it 
in humble penitence and faith, and thou shalt 
find that Christ not only can, but will cleanse 
and heal. 



II. 

The Healing of the Centurion's Servant. 

St. Matthew viii. — St. Luke vii. 

IN the recounting of this great miracle, in 
which the Son of God healed the sufferer 
without seeing him, there is considerable 
difference in the two Evangelists. In the 
main points, — the extreme humility and ex- 
traordinary faith of the centurion, and the 
great commendation of that faith by our 
Lord, — the account is similar. This Roman 
soldier, this Gentile, had apparently never 
before seen Jesus. But he had heard of Him ; 
and, being in anxiety for one he loved, he 
applied to Him, evidently believing He could 
save his servant, who was " ready to die." He 
exhibits his faith by the humility of his 
approach to the Saviour. Calling Him Lord, 
he says, "I am not worthy that Thou shouldest 
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come under my roof." He still further shows 
his belief in the mighty power of the Being he 
was beseeching, by the assurance that if He 
spoke the word only it would be enough: it 
was not necessary that He should see the 
servant. Our Saviour, accustomed to the hard 
unbelief of the Jews, who had the testimony of 
Scripture as to the promised Messiah, mar- 
velled at the faith of this Gentile, and answered 
him according to his faith. We may here 
observe, that the same answer, in the main, 
was given to the woman of Canaan, whose 
faith was still stronger, for it did not fail under 
the trial of great apparent discouragement. 
In the remarks the Saviour made to those 
around Him, on the occasion of the centurion's 
petition, we see that privileges alone, however 
great, will not save. Many outside the Jewish 
Church should enter into the kingdom of 
heaven ; while, oh, awful thought, the children 
of the kingdom should be cast out ! We may 
well take heed to these words of our Lord. 
We, the Christian Israel, enjoy clearer light 
and more blessed privileges than our Jewish 
forerunner and type. When we think of all 
that has been done for us, all that has been 
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given to us, all that is being constantly offered 
to us, and pressed upon us ; when we think of 
all that we have^ and all that we are, we may 
well fall on our knees, crying out, God be 
merciful to us sinners. But leaving this reflec- 
tion (important though it is) of our great 
privileges, and consequent heavy responsi- 
bilities, I would, before finishing, suggest a 
few thoughts on the Centurion's petition being 
made and granted for another. 

Probably there are few, if any. Christians 
who have themselves been taught the truth as 
it is in Jesus, who have passed from death 
unto life, who have not many loved ones who 
are yet unconverted, still in spiritual darkness. 
It is one of the marks of the redeemed, their 
anxiety for the souls of others, their earnest 
desire that all should come to Christ ; one of 
the proofs of likeness to their blessed Saviour, 
"who will have all men to be saved, and to 
come unto the knowledge of the truth." True 
Christians, then, will, both as a duty and as 
the fulfilment of their own earnest wishes, 
strive to win souls for Jesus. St. John, in 
his first epistle, asks how dwelleth the love of 
God in him who, having this world's good, 
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denies help to his brother in need ? and how, 
indeed, can the love of God dwell in those who, 
seeing others in need of the precious blood 
which cleanseth from all sin, perishing from 
want of the bread which nourisheth to eternal 
life, do not strive to aid them in obtaining 
these inestimable gifts? Have we not some 
lying sick of the paralyzing power of sin ? and 
shall we not cry for them to the Great 
Physician, that He would speak the word that 
they might be healed ? 






III. 



The Curing of 
Peter's Mother-in-law of a Fever. 

St. Matthew viii.— St. Mark i.— St. Luke iv. 

THE three first Evangelists record this 
miracle. St Matthew says, our Lord 
touched her hand ; St. Mark, that He took her 
by the hand, and lifted her up ; St. Luke says, 
it was a great fever. All testify to the 
immediate and complete cure: that she rose 
up, and ministered to them. This miracle 
appears as a type of the complete cure 
effected by our Saviour when He lifts up with 
His loving hand those who are down. He 
might have taken away the fever, but left 
the woman to a period of weakness and 
helplessness before strength slowly returned. 
Not so. The Lord's hand takes away the 
disease, and gives new life at the same time. 
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Justification and sanctification are as in- 
separable as life and breath. When we are 
raised from the death of sin, by the mercy of 
Jesus, He breathes into the new-born eternal 
life, His own life, for we then become a part 
of Him. "Because I live, ye shall live 
also." What glorious privileges does this 
new life bestow! We become children of 
God, members of Christ, inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven. These are high titles 
indeed. Great are the things they give us 
a claim to hereafter; and great are the 
responsibilities they lay upon us now. Let 
us mark the conduct of this woman rescued 
from sickness, and very probably from death. 
She was not content to sit still and do 
nothing: all the Evangelists record that she 
arose, and ministered unto them, our Lord 
probably being among those in whose service 
she exercised her newly-given health and 
strength. Doubtless her heart was filled with 
gratitude for her miraculous cure. Like all 
true gratitude, it would not be confined to 
her lips: she was anxious to show what she 
was enabled to do by the new life and 
strength bestowed upon her. She thus 
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glorified the Giver, and showed forth His 
marvellous work. In the two short verses in 
which this miracle is described we may learn 
a great lesson : that of glorifying God for His 
great gifts to us. But how can we poor, weak, 
ignorant sinners glorify the Almighty God? 
God, in His great mercy, reveals to us, in His 
Word, many and many ways, by which He is 
pleased to say we can glorify Him ; and they 
are ways by which the humble and the poor 
and the unlearned can magnify Him, as well 
as the wise and the noble and the great 
They are so numerous we can but touch upon 
them. The great God condescends to say, 
" Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me." Praise 
and thanksgiving should have a large place 
in the Christian's heart. Do we not also 
glorify God by patience and submission in the 
time of trial and suffering, and again when 
He mercifully relieves us ? " Call upon Me 
in the day of trouble : I will deliver thee, and 
thou shalt glorify Me." In that solemn 
prayer offered up by the Son to the Father, 
recorded in the seventeenth chapter of St 
John's Gospel, He says, "I have glorified 
Thee on the earth : I have finished the work 
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which Thou gavest Me to do." Thus we see 
■doing the work of God is glorifying Him. 
Again our Great Example tells us, "Herein 
is my Father glorified ; that ye bear much 
fruit." St. Paul gives a list of fruit in his 
Epistle to the Galatians. I will conclude 
with a few words on that great one, faith. 
That grace which does indeed glorify God, 
which throughout the whole of Scripture is 
so highly exalted. When the people asked 
Jesus, " What shall we do, that we might work 
the works of God } " the answer was, " This 
is the work of God, that ye believe on Him 
whom He hath sent." Oh, for more of that 
wonderful power given by the Holy Spirit! 
To be enabled to walk daily, hourly by faith, 
not by sight. To pray constantly, "That 
which I see not, teach Thou me;" and even 
when God does not please that we should see, 
and for a time we appear to be left in 
darkness, still to glorify Him by trust To 
endeavour after such faith as that of the 
crucified thief, who so glorified his dying 
Lord, and received for answer, " To-day shalt 
thou be with Me in paradise." 



IV. 



Christ Stilling the Tempest on the 
Lake of Galilee. 

St. Matthew viii. — St. Mark iv. — St. Luke viii. 

SAINTS MATTHEW, Mark, and Luke 
relate this exercise of Divine power by 
our Lord in pretty nearly the same strain. 
After healing the centurion's servant at 
Capernaum, Jesus appears to have been 
preaching and healing on that coast, the north- 
west coast of the Sea of Galilee. He had 
probably had a hard day's work, and having 
taken our nature upon Him, needed rest 
Seeing the great multitudes which followed, 
and hung upon Him, He entered into a ship, 
and desired to pass over to the other side. 
How frequently we read of the great multi- 
tudes that followed Him, pressed upon Him, 
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did not even give Him time to take necessary 
food ! Doubtless many in these immense mul- 
titudes followed Him only that their bodies 
might benefit by His powers of healing ; many, 
perhaps, solely from idle curiosity ; but many, 
too, to hear the Word of God, to hear words 
of life and hope, such as they had never heard 
before. When Jesus and His disciples had 
left the shore. He lay down in the hinder part 
of the ship to sleep on a pillow : He who so 
often had not where to lay His head. A great 
storm arose. Wearied and worn out, He slept, 
undisturbed by the noise of the wind and the 
dashing of the waves into the ship. But at 
the first cry of the terrified men, " Lord, save 
us : we perish," He arose, and said, " Peace, be 
still. And there was a great calm." 

Perhaps there may be some who wonder at 
the faithless fear of the apostles. Here were 
men who had been for some time the constant 
companions of our Lord, who professed to 
believe that He was the Messiah, the Christ, 
the Son of God, who had seen the many 
miracles He had already performed ; and yet, 
on the first appearance of danger to them- 
selves, their faith broke down. Indeed, from 
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St Mark's account, " Master, carest Thou not 
that we perish ? " it might almost appear as if 
they thought their fate was a matter of in- 
difference to their loving Lord. Their fears 
raised such a dark cloud of distrust that they 
actually thought He would let them be 
drowned before His eyes. How they mis- 
judged Him 1 At their first cry He arose, 
commanded the elements to cease their strife. 
His " Peace, be still " was followed by a gfreat 
calm. How gentle His rebuke to His weak 
disciples, "Why are ye fearful, O ye of little 
faith!" " Where is your faith ? " Alas, to how 
many of God's own people now may He not 
address these same words : not once, but again 
and again ! Let us not then judge the 
apostles. We profess to trust in Christ, /or 
all things, in all things : we know that we are 
in the ark, for I am now addressing those who 
have " passed from death unto life ; " and yet, 
when the winds and waves of trial and affliction 
are strong and deep, how often do we (if 
through the grace of God we do not entirely 
let go), hold on to the anchor with so slight 
and trembling a grasp that the waves too 
nearly overwhelm us ! Oh, how such faithless 
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fears dishonour our precious Lord ! Can we 
give higher praise to an earthly friend than to 
say, I can always thoroughly trust him, depend 
upon him, whatever happens ? And how grieved 
and wounded we feel when one whom we love, 
one for whom we have often denied ourselves 
and given great proofs of attachment, dis- 
believes and doubts us ! When we suffer our- 
selves to be overpowered, which will happen if 
we listen only to the wild howling winds, and 
look only to the black threatening waves, 
instead of looking above them to their Ruler, 
it seems as if we could hear Jesus saying, 
" Why are ye fearful ? Do ye not know that I 
love you ? Have you forgotten that I died for 
you ? Have I not told you that you shall 
never perish ? I have permitted this storm to 
come upon you, but it shall not be above 
your strength. I never take my eye off you. 
Glorify Me by patience and faith. Oh, if you 
love Me, trust Me ! " 

But we must not count it a strange thing if 
we have many a storm to bear. Our loving 
Father sees something in us that needs cor- 
rection, some \yeight that is hindering us in 
our race, and that we must drop, some 
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impurity that causes our light to bum dim, 
and that must be removed, that we may shine 
brightly for the Lord. But in all trouble we 
may be truly assured that no trial, great or 
small, comes without a cause; and though 
here we may never see it, yet it is always for 
our good ; that while Christ is with us in the 
ship we can never be wrecked, and at exactly 
the right moment He will say, "Peace, be 
still/' 




V. 



Christ Casting Out the Legion of Devils. 

St. Matthew viii. — St. Mark v. — St. Luke viii. 

THERE are various difficulties that present 
themselves to the attentive reader in the 
three accounts of this miracle. St. Matthew 
says that it took place in the country of the 
Gergesenes ; the two other Evangelists say, in 
the country of the Gadarenes. The former 
district is much nearer Capernaum, the latter 
considerably further south. St. Matthew men- 
tions two demoniacs. Saints Mark and Luke 
only one ; and they too only relate the very 
interesting particulars after the recovery of this 
one from the possession of the evil spirits. 
We shall confine our remarks to the lessons so 
evident on the face of the narrative. The first 
thing that strikes in this fearful story is the 
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immediate acknowledgment of Jesus as the 
Son of God. He who came to His own, and 
His own received Him not, was instantly con- 
fessed before all the by-standers by these 
devils, who did not attempt to dispute the 
Divine Power which stood before them, but 
directly obeying the command to come out 
from their miserable victims, entreated that 
they might not be tormented. What a strikii^ 
confirmation of the verse, "the devils also 
believe, and tremble!" The account of the 
state of these wretched creatures, who were 
visibly in the possession of Satan, is something 
awful to contemplate: no rest, night or day. 
Could we see clearly, would it be less awful to 
think of the state of those now living around 
us, whose souls are in bondage to the evil 
one } All are possessed by one of two mas- 
ters : we belong either to Christ or the devil. 
If the devil rules within us, is he not our 
master i is it not his unceasing work to keep 
us in opposition to God, to disobey His com- 
mands, to doubt His Word, and to live, saying 
practically, " What have we to do with Thee ? " 
From this wretched state, this miserable slavery, 
which, unbroken, must lead to death eternal. 
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there is but one Deliverer. Thanks be to God, 
One stronger than Satan! When He says, 
Come out of the man, the evil spirit must 
yield his victim. Oh, that those who feel 
themselves tied and bound with the chain of 
their sins, would cry mightily to the Lord, that 
of the pitifulness of His great mercy He would 
loose them, — none ever cry in vain! Christ 
was manifested that He might destroy the 
works of the devil. For this He came to 
earth, suffered and died ; and will He not 
hearken to the prayers of those who entreat 
deliverance from the power He came to de- 
stroy ? How great that power is, we may have 
some idea from the sacrifice necessary to over- 
come it. But it was done: it is a finished 
work. And what part is allotted to us in this 
glorious salvation ? — what are we to do ? — 
what are we to suffer ? — ^what price are we to 
pay for this unspeakable gift ? Nothing, 
nothing : only believe, and accept what Jesus 
poured out His blood to obtain for us. Oh, 
glorious salvation ! Oh, precious Saviour ! 
Words fail in contemplation of the scheme of 
redemption. 

But what can we say of those who turn 
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away, who reject or disbelieve this offer of 
eternal life? May we not say that they are 
mad ? The miserable being whose story we 
have been considering did not come to his 
right mind until the evil spirit had been cast 
out of him, and he came to Jesus: he had 
been possessed by a legion. And many in- 
deed are the sins which hold the unbeliever 
and keep him from Christ. Pride, world- 
liness, love of money, love of pleasure, some 
favourite idol they will not give up ; and, 
above all, the great, the universal sin of un- 
belief These are cruel enemies, which hold 
the natural man in as hard bondage as ever 
the devils did when they visibly possessed the 
body. And the deliverance is as great when 
the power of the Holy Spirit has brought the 
poor sinner in repentance and faith to the feet 
of Jesus, when old things having passed away, 
and all thing become new, and he finds him- 
self free indeed, clothed in the righteousness 
of His Saviour, and seeing ever)^hing in a 
new light, which, without forcing, we may well 
describe as having come to his right mind. 
The conduct of the restored man appears 
most natural : he besought Jesus that he might 
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be with Him. But the Lord had other work 
for him to do : He desires him to go home to 
his friends, and tell them what great things 
God had done for him. And well He was 
obeyed. The man, not content with telling 
his own friends, "published throughout the 
whole city how great things Jesus had done 
unto him." Well would it be if all converted 
sinners would thus give glory to God, by 
telling of His unspeakable gift. 

Before concluding, we must just remark on 
the extraordinary conduct of the Gadarenes : 
they besought the Lord to depart from them. 
Having seen the work of power and of mercy 
He had just performed, this request appears 
most inexplicable. I have heard it given as a 
reason, that the Lord had permitted the de- 
struction of their swine. This seems to me 
most weak and insufficient. But the strange 
fact remains, to stand throughout time as a 
proof of the blindness and depravity of our 
fallen nature. 

" Behold, I stand at the door and knock." 
Those who do not open to Him practically 
say, "Depart." Let not such condemn the 
Gadarenes. 



VI. 



Curing the Man Sick of the Palsy. 

St. Matthew ix. — St. Mark ii. — St. Luke v. 

THE account of this miracle, given by the 
three Evangelists, is essentially the same, 
though St Mark and St. Luke give it a little 
more in detail. Every verse gives subject for 
much heart-searching thought. The first thing 
that strikes one is the faith, — the strong, loving, 
persevering faith of the friends of the palsied 
man. He was helpless. After having carried 
him to the house where Jesus was, they found 
such a multitude collected that they could not 
get up to the door, far less enter the house. 
What was to be done ? In such circumstances, 
perhaps, some would have put down their 
burden, and suggested waiting ; but more 
probably many would have said, "We have 
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done all we can, but there is not a prospect of 
getting at Jesus through this enormous crowd. 
We can't wait here all day, and perhaps all 
night too. There is nothing for it but to take 
him back again. It is a great pity, but we 
cannot help it : it is not our fault." How 
many would have reasoned and acted in this 
way. But very different was the conduct of 
these kind bearers. They had begun a work 
of charity to their poor suffering neighbour, 
and were not going to give it up because all 
was not strait and smooth before them. They 
must have had strong faith in the power of 
Jesus, and were determined that nothing 
should hinder their bringing the palsied man 
into His presence. We can fancy them con- 
sulting among themselves, and saying, " Well, 
there's no use trying to carry him through that 
crowd: it is not possible. But we won't give 
him up. Poor fellow, he can't help himself, 
and we know the Lord will have compassion 
on him. Let us break up enough of the roof 
to let the bed (probably a sort of litter) 
through, and lower him down gently just at 
the feet of Jesus, and then it will be all right." 
No sooner said than done, and speedily their 
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faith met its reward. Each account says, that 
the Lord, seeing their faithy immediately said, 
"Thy sins be forgiven thee." The blessed 
Saviour would not restore the diseased body, 
and leave the soul sunk in sin. There is a 
fearful disease which acts upon the soul as 
palsy does upon the body. The paralytic 
cannot raise the palsied arm, or move the 
palsied leg, even to save his life. In some 
cases the tongue is palsied, and he cannot 
make his wants known. Still living, he is in 
many respects like the dead. This terrible 
•state is, in several ways, a type of the sin-sick 
soul, the soul dead in trespasses and sins ; but 
there is this difference, and it is a great one. 
The paralytic sufferer knows his sad state, and 
would try any means that gave hope of cure. 
The palsied soul is ignorant that he is sick 
unto death. The author of evil does not wish 
his victims to know their state: they might 
become alarmed; they might seek for help. 
Have such miserable beings no friends } none 
who will try to bring them to Jesus ? May we 
not ask, how dwelleth the love of God in him, 
who, possessing himself the unsearchable riches 
of Christ, does not endeavour to assist his 
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brother, who is " wretched and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked," to obtain them 
also? The sinner may be as helpless as the 
paralytic on his couch ; the obstacles may be 
as numerous as the multitude which stood 
between him and Jesus, but let us work on 
and not faint. I know there are cases where 
it is almost impossible to do anything ; but in 
every case every one can pray. People are 
apt to say, and still oftener to think, in a 
despairing sort of way, "I can do nothing 
more ; or nothing can be done : I can only 
pray." As if prayer were the last resource, — 
a sort of forlorn hope, — instead of the greatest 
power of all, and the power without which all 
other effort is useless. There are various 
instances related in the Gospels where the 
sufferer was cured by Christ granting the 
prayers of their relations and friends. Is He 
less compassionate now.^ And if He was so 
ready to cure the complaints of the body, will 
He be less willing to take pity on the soula 
for which He Himself agonized and died ? 
Then let us pray on while we live. The next 
thing one observes in the account of this 
miracle is the blindness and hardness of heart 
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of the scribes and Pharisees there present, who 
had just been hearing Jesus preaching. There 
are loo many scribes and Pharisees now (and 
will be, alas, to the end of time) to make one 
wonder much at them. But we should re- 
member them as a warning, and often examine 
ourselves that we do not fall into the spirit of 
their errors. The followers of Christ on earth 
often meet with as hard measure from the 
scribes and Pharisees of our own day as their 
Master did from those of His generation: 
human nature being the same now as it was 
then. Let us reflect for a few moments on the 
very solemn thought suggested by the words, 
" Jesus, knowing their thoughts." (See Luke v. 
22, 23.) Would anyone like their thoughts, at 
all times, to be known to all around them, even 
to the person who loves them best on earth, and 
who would be the readiest to make excuses for 
them, and to judge them gently and tenderly ? 
But yet the thoughts of our hearts, which we 
would not lay bare to an erring mortal like 
ourselves, are at every moment exposed to the 
knowledge of Jesus, the Holy One, who is 
purity itself When we think of this, is it not 
a very awful consideration ? There are many 
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who strive to bridle their tongues, and to say, 
" May the words of my mouth be acceptable 
in Thy sight, O Lord," who allow their 
thoughts to run riot with but little, or feeble 
check. I am not supposing the case of a 
person indulging in wicked, malicious, impure 
thoughts ; but of permitting the mind to 
wander in vain distractions, in proud and 
selfish desires, in worldliness and uncharita- 
bleness, in idle murmurings and discontent. 
But where would the list end if we were to 
attempt a catalogue of the thoughts of one 
day of a human heart } There are two re- 
marks in the Scriptures which it would be well 
to remember on this subject In the Proverbs, 
where there is so much about the necessity of 
keeping the heart, we are told that "the 
thought of foolishness is sin ; " and, in the 
seventh chapter of St. Mark, where Christ 
tells what are the things which come out of 
the heart of man, and defile them, the first of 
that black list is evil thoughts. Oh, how 
much need have we to cry constantly to God 
to cleanse us from secret faults, to create in 
us a clean heart, and to make the meditation 
of our heart acceptable in His sight! Even 
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with the help of the Holy Spirit this is a hard 
task, — none harder, and one which we cannot 
hope to accomplish finally while on earth. 
But those who would grow in the likeness of 
our blessed Lord must fight this battle day by 
day, hour by hour, against the myriads which 
assail us. For this life-long struggle let us 
clothe ourselves with the armour which St 
Paul tells us in the Ephesians (sixth chapter) 
to take, and look ever to Him, who is stronger 
than all who are against us, and who "ever 
liveth to make intercession for us." 
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VII. 

The Woman Cured of a 
Long -standing Complaint by Touching the 

Saviour's Garment. 

St. Matthew ix.— St. Mark v. — St. Luke viii. 

THE three Evangelists all relate that Jesus 
was on His way to the house of a ruler 
of the synagogue, who had besought Him to 
come to his dying daughter. An immense 
multitude, in the expectation probably of 
seeing some great miracle performed, ac- 
companied Him, thronged Him, pressed upon 
Him. In this multitude was a poor sufferer 
whose case St. Mark describes in these few 
words, " And a certain woman which had an 
issue of blood twelve years, and had suffered 
many things of many physicians, and had 
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spent all that she had, and was nothing 
bettered, but rather grew worse." A whole 
page of writing could not give a more 
complete and touching description than these 
plain, simple words, of this poor woman's state. 
AlaSy how many who have read this description 
must have realized the truth of it from painful 
experience ! This woman had strong faith. 
Timid, weak, broken-down by long illness, and 
hope ever deferred, she did not venture openly 
to address Him and state her case; but she 
felt that if she could have any personal com- 
munication with this powerful and merciful 
Being, she must benefit. This was the leading 
of the Holy Spirit, which never deceives. 
Even through this great crowd she managed 
to get close enough to Jesus to touch the 
border of His garment: it was enough, she 
felt instantly that she was healed of that 
plague. But now she was to be taught that 
she must acknowledge the blessing she had 
received. And so, when the Lord stopped, and 
turned round, and asked who had touched 
Him, she fell down before Him, and told 
Him all the truth. And then what blessed, 
thrice blessed, words were addressed to her ! 
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"Daughter, be of good comfort: thy faith 
hath made thee whole ; go in peace." 

This very beautiful incident demonstrates 
strikingly the divinity of our Lord, and the 
way in which He honours faith. Without any 
straining, or endeavouring to extract hidden 
meanings from this simple recital, it is still 
very evident what a type it is of the dealings 
of the sinner with the Saviour when aroused 
to a sense of his desperate state. We will 
suppose the case of a person who is uneasy 
concerning their spiritual condition, their 
conscience will not permit them to go on in 
the broad way in peace, they feel that the 
burden of sin that they carry within them 
must in the end sink them into everlasting 
death. Mercifully they suffer much, and can- 
not rest ; and now they go hither and thither 
seeking for peace, perhaps for a time thinking 
they have found it, only to awake to the 
consciousness that they have but gone astray 
in a new direction, and are " nothing bettered," 
but "rather grown worse." It would be vain 
to attempt to describe the innumerable 
methods by which people try to work out 
their own salvation, and speak peace to them- 
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selves. God's way of peace seems too simple. 
They look at eveiything but the cross. They 
listen to everything but " Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved." At 
length the Great Physician is pointed out to 
them. The Spirit whispers, Go to Him. The 
poor, weary, heavy-laden sinner sees, perhaps, 
a multitude of obstacles, as numerous as the 
crowd this weak, suffering woman had to make 
her way through : but faith can overcome all 
and though the first touch may be very feeble 
and trembling, it is enough for Him who wil 
not break a bruised reed. He will not go or 
unregarding; He will turn to us, and then 
when we fall down before Him, and tell Hia 
all the truth, the answer will come, sure anc 
certain^ " Be of good comfort : go in peace." 

Before concluding the thoughts on thi; 
miracle, we would make a few remarks on th< 
nature of this woman's touch of our Lord' 
garment. It was the hand of faith tha 
touched Him. She believed if she could d( 
this thing she would be healed of her plague 
It was not the mere fact of her coming ii 
contact with His clothes that cured her. Th< 
disciples said, how could He ask who touchec 
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Him, when the multitude so thronged and 
pressed upon Him. Probably dozens of the 
people around Him were rubbing against Him, 
and in much closer personal contact with Him 
than the gentle, trembling touch of the poor 
woman. But these people were not crowding 
about our I-,ord as a Saviour ; they were fol- 
lowing Him from curiosity, or because other 
people were going after Him : for one reason or 
another ; but not because they had need of 
Him. And thus all ordinances, even those 
instituted by Christ Himself, are dead, if they 
are unattended by the life-giving spirit of 
faith. All religious forms and ceremonies, 
however admirable in themselves, and founded 
upon Scripture precedents, are utterly useless 
if the heart of the worshipper is far from God. 
Like the Jewish sacrifices of old, — though all 
things might be outwardly arranged according 
to the commands given by the Almighty 
Himself, and the wood laid in order, — ^without 
the fire, of course, there could be no burnt- 
offering; so in the spiritual service of the 
Christian there is no life, no drawing near to 
<jrod without faith in Christ Without that 
we can receive no benefit from the most 

D 
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constant attendance and strictest fulfilment of 
what are called religious duties. It is only 
when like this poor woman we feel that none 
but Christ can help us, that we must lay hold 
upon Him by faith, and that that alone can 
g^ve us salvation ; then we shall find the use 
and benefit of the ** means of grace," and 
thank and bless God that such means are 
provided for poor, weak sinners. 
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VIII. 

Raising J aims' Daughter to Life. 

St. Matthew ix. — St. Mark v.— St. Luke viii. 

THERE are three recorded instances of 
our Lord raising the dead. Probably 
there were many more. The restoring of the 
ruler's daughter is the first mentioned by the 
Evangelists, then the son of the widow of 
Nain, and then the raising of Lazarus, 
narrated so fully by St. John, and by him 
alone. There is much variety in the circum- 
stances of these three great manifestations of 
Divine power. In this instance our Lord's 
help was earnestly besought by one of the 
rulers of the synagogue. J aims was one 
of a class which was most persistently set 
against the Saviour; but this exception, as 
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also in the case of the calling of Matthew, 
shows that there is no station or profession 
which can hinder the work of the grace of 
God. Perhaps this man had been brought 
to faith in Jesus by the affliction of the 
severe illness which threatened to deprive 
him of his only and beloved daughter. 
Indeed, St. Matthew says, that when Jairus 
fell down and worshipped the Lord, that he 
said his child was " even now dead ; " but it 
appears, from the two other Evangelists, that 
she was at the point of death when her 
father went to seek help from the Great 
Deliverer. However, whether actually dead 
or dying, Jairus seems to have had no doubt 
of the power of Jesus to restore his daughter. 
If He would only lay His hands upon her 
"she shall live." A beautiful illustration of 
belief in Him who has " the keys of hell and 
death." Ready, as ever, to help the dis- 
tressed, Jesus immediately arose to follow the 
father ; and when the messengers arrive to 
say that the ruler need trouble the Master 
no further, He hastens to sustain his faith by 
the blessed words: "Fear not, be not afraid, 
only believe." 
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It was soon done. On entering the room 
where the dead girl lay, He took her by 
the hand, and desired her to arise, and 
immediately she arose. We should try and 
realize this wonderful scene, bring it before 
our mind's eye, and meditate upon it till we 
find our faith in the Son of God increased and 
strengthened ; and remember that He is as 
willing and ready to hear the petitions of the 
needy and suffering now, at the right hand of 
God, as He was in the days of His humility 
upon earth. We should especially endeavour, 
from thoughts of this miracle of raising the 
dead, to strive and hope more earnestly for 
the renewing of " souls dead in trespasses and 
sins." Our Lord says, "But one thing is 
needful." But how many take thought for 
this one thing i For the things of this world 
people toil, and labour, and sin, and sell their 
souls; notwithstanding that they know that 
these things, even if attained in the highest 
degree, they cannot keep; that the longest 
life here is but a moment if looked at in the 
light of eternity; and that the "one thing 
needful," the salvation of the soul, ensures 
eternal happiness. What madness so great. 
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what blindness so intense, as that of those 
who are "careful and troubled about many 
things," but neglect the " one thing needful " ? 
It is one of the highest duties of such as have 
themselves heard the call to "arise from the 
dead," to endeavour by all means to awaken 
those who sleep that deadly sleep, — that 
fearful lethargy which, if not broken here, 
ends in death eternal. The Lord of life 
recalled the spirit He had given, to tenant 
again for a few short years the mortal frame 
of that young girl ; we must not doubt that 
He has both will and power to arouse the 
dead soul. We know from many parts of 
Scripture, that when we have ourselves re- 
ceived the light of truth, it is the will of God 
that we should endeavour to spread it Oh, 
what an honour to be used by the Almighty 
as His instruments in giving life! Can man 
have a higher work .? In Ezekiel's vision of 
the valley of dry bones, which all became 
living men, God commanded him to prophesy, 
and to tell the dry bones, " Hear the word of 
the Lord." The Prophet did as he was 
desired, and the result was the breath of life 
entered into them, and Ihey lived. Oh, then, 
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while yet the door of the fold is open, let us 
strive to help poor, wandering sheep to enter 
in, with prayer and supplication to the Great 
Shepherd who laid down His life for the 
sheep ! There will come a day when that 
door will be shut. 
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IX. 



Restoring or Giving Sight to the Blind. 

THIS was a miracle very frequently 
performed by the compassionate Saviour. 
There are four cases specially recorded, in 
each of which the circumstances differ, and 
are well worthy of consideration. The first, 
which is related by St. Matthew, and by him 
alone, in the ninth chapter, is that when Jesus 
left the place where He had raised Jairus' 
daughter from death, two blind men followed 
Him, beseeching Him to have mercy upon 
them. He went into a house, and they came 
to Him; when He asked them the unusual 
question, if they believed that He was able 
to do what they desired i they said they did. 
He then touched their eyes, saying, that it 
should be to them according to their faith, 
and their eyes were opened. There lies one 
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spiritual lesson, at least, on the face of this 
narrative. That those who ask of God must 
" ask in faith, nothing wavering." There is no 
more difficult subject than that of prayer to 
the Christian. None in which he is more 
severely exercised, none in which he is more 
sorely tempted, none in which faith is more 
terribly tried. But there is no life without 
prayer. Mercifully there is one petition that 
will be certainly heard. As surely as the Lord 
answered the cry of these poor men, who 
besought Him to turn their bodily darkness 
into light, so surely will He hear the prayer 
of the darkened soul for the light of His 
Holy Spirit. 

The second cure of blindness specially to be 
noted is mentioned by St. Matthew in the 20th 
chapter, St. Mark in the loth, and St. Luke in 
the 1 8th chapter of their respective Gospels, 
There is one difference in St. Matthew*s account 
from that of the other two Evangelists: he 
speaks of two blind men, the others of one 
only; and St. Mark mentions his name, — 
Bartimeus. But it is evidently the same 
occasion. Our Lord was leaving Jericho, fol- 
lowed by a great multitude; the blind men^ 
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beggars, sitting by the wayside, and hearing 
the noise of the passing throng, asked the 
meaning. "Jesus of Nazareth passeth by." 
Bartimeus had evidently heard of Him, and 
of His wonderful healing powers, and immedi- 
ately began to cry out to Jesus to have mercy 
upon him. Some unfeeling people in the 
<:rowd desired him to be quiet, and hold his 
tongue ; but the poor blind creature was npt 
going to lose his only chance for the rebukes 
of the hard-hearted, who did not know what 
blindness was. And Jesus, who never dis- 
regarded the cry of the sufferer, stood still, 
and desired the man to be brought to Him. 

Let us endeavour to bring this wonderful 
and most interesting scene before the mind's 
^ye. The central figure, the Lord of glory 
looking with compassion on this miserable 
being. Surely hardly any other two words can 
express greater wretchedness than that of this 
poor man, — blind beggar. 

Some of the surrounding multitude, now 
perhaps ashamed of their want of sympathy, 
speak kindly to him, tell him to be of good 
comfort, and get up, for Jesus was calling him. 
We can fancy some taking him by the hand to 
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lead him to the Lord, and others making way 
for him ; for doubtless many were pressing for- 
ward to see and hear. Jesus then asked, what 
he desired should be done for him ? And 
quick came the answer : " Lord, that I might 
receive my sight." As quickly followed the 
blessed words, " Receive thy sight : thy faith 
hath saved thee." Who can conceive the 
rapture of that moment to Bartimeus ? 

There are one or two reflections that seem 
naturally to present themselves to a careful 
reader of this great miracle. St. Mark alone 
mentions an interesting little incident in this 
event. When the blind man rose to go to Jesus, 
he cast away his garment. Now probably this 
garment was a cloak or some outer covering, 
which was of great value to him. No doubt 
it was his only protection against the weather, 
obliged as he was to sit by the side of the 
road soliciting charity ; if he staid in his poor 
abode because the weather was bad, he would 
lose the chance of gathering a few pence to 
buy bread ; he must go out : so that this outer 
garment must have been one of his greatest 
earthly possessions. But he cast it from him 
when he heard that Jesus was calling him. 
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Perhaps it was heavy, or too long, or in some 
way or other it impeded his getting at the 
Lord, and so he threw it from him. We think, 
without being too fanciful, we may see in this 
simple act what should be the conduct of the 
sinner, who, enlightened to see that faith in 
the Saviour alone can save him, is coming to 
Him. Such an one knows he must cast from 
him, give up, whatever interferes with his gfiving 
himself wholly to Jesus. Many are the hind- 
rances of the world, the flesh, and the devil 
But if it be the right hand or the right eye, it 
must go. Jesus must be all in all or nothing. 
We cannot serve two masters. Alas, there are 
many who ask, and anxiously too, " What 
must I do to be saved ? " but they go away 
sorrowful, for they will not give up some precious 
idol ! They know that the things they so cling 
to are passing away, that they cannot be certain 
of their possession for a single day, and that 
the things that are not seen are eternal. And 
yet they will love the world, and the things 
that are in the world, and pay a costly price for 
them, even their soul's salvation. Truly we have 
need to cry mightily to the Lord that we may 
receive our sight, and be guided into all truth. 
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The third case of giving sight is quite unlike 
any other narrated, and is told by St Mark 
only, in his eighth chapter. Our Lord was at 
Bethsaida, and a blind man was brought to 
Him, whom He was besought to touch. He 
took him by the hand and led him out of the 
town. He then spit upon his eyes, and put 
His hands upon him, and asked him if he saw 
SLtiything. The man looked up, and said he 
saw men as trees walking. Then the Lord 
put His hands again upon his eyes, and made 
him look up, when he was restored, and saw 
clearly. Jesus then told him to go away to 
his house, not to go into the town, nor tell it 
to anyone in the town. Bethsaida was one of 
the places against which the Lord denounced 
a woe, for the unbelief and hardness of heart 
of its inhabitants; notwithstanding its great 
spiritual advants^es it had not repented. Per- 
haps this was one reason why the Lord would 
not do any more mighty works there, nor 
even allow them to be spoken of. The awful 
sentence had gone forth, Let it alone. 

We can see no explanation of the manner 
in which it pleased the Lord to bestow upon 
this blind man the blessing of sight, unlike all 
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the other cures He had performed. But there 
is a reflection which presents itself, on the fact 
of the man not seeing clearly at first In the 
matter of the great change of the conversion 
of the soul from darkness to light, there are, 
no doubt, cases where the manifestation of the 
new birth is very sudden, where the subjects of 
it are aware that they were blind, and that now 
they see; but much more frequent are the 
cases typified by the hidden leaven, by the 
seed springing in the earth, and bringing forth, 
"first the blade, then the ear, then the full 
corn in the ear." How many advanced Chris- 
tians, in whom Jesus is all in all, might say to 
Him, " I cannot tell the day or hour I first 
loved Thee." How careful, how loving, how 
gentle should those who do see be to those 
who are struggling into light! Though they 
are no longer blind there is much they do not 
see clearly, much they do not understand. As, 
in the case of the body, some children grow 
and develop faster than others, so, with the 
Lord's children, the progress in the new life is 
quicker and more evident in some cases than 
in others. They are often very weak, and very 
ignorant, and beset with difficulties. Their 
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enemies are always strong and subtle, and 
would gladly crush the new heir of the 
kingdom of heaven, if they could. Thank 
Goa, they cannot ! Once born c^ain in Christ, 
they will be kept, they shall never perish, 
neither shall any pluck them out of the 
Saviour's hand. It is then a blessed work to 
help Christ's newly bom in their progress in 
the strait path into which He has brought 
them, to cheer them on, to strive to strengthen 
them, and, without concealing the trials and 
difficulties of the life-long warfare upon which 
they have entered, to assure them that they 
will not be left alone in the struggle, that the 
all-sufficient aid of the Holy Spirit will be 
theirs, and that their Redeemer ever liveth 
to make intercession for them. One more 
thought is suggested by the details of this 
miracle. When our Lord first put His hands 
upon the blind man, and asked him if he saw 
ought, the man looked up. When the Lord 
put His hands upon him the second time. He 
again made him look up. Let us learn from 
this little incident where the Christian's gaze 
should be directed. If he wants light, he 
must look up; if he wants more light, he must 
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look up ; if he wants faith, and hope, and love, 
he must look up, — at Jesus. 

The fourth case of giving sight is detailed 
very particularly by St. John, and is inter- 
spersed by some precious sayings of the 
Saviour. The account occupies the whole of 
the ninth chapter. Again it is a blind beggar 
on whom our Lord's compassion is shown; 
and in this case He pleases to use means for 
the accomplishment of His design, instead of 
simply commanding that the organ of sight 
should be given. Having made clay. He 
anointed the man's eyes, and then desired him 
to go and wash in the pool of Siloam. The 
man knew nothing of Jesus, but did as desired, 
and came back seeing. As far as we learn 
from the Gospel narrative, the man was an 
utter stranger to the great Sight-Restorer; 
but, being naturally anxious to obtain the 
blessing of sight, without any questioning he 
simply obeyed the order given, and obtained a 
blessed result. Oh, if people suffering from 
soul diseases were one half as anxious for 
relief as they are for cure for their bodily 
ailments ! If possible, they will go anywhere, 
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do anything, consult anybody, if they have 
any hope of receiving benefit for their com- 
plaints ; nor is it wrong that they should do so. 
But is all care to be bestowed on the perishing 
body, which in a few years must moulder into 
dust, and^not a thought given to the never 
dying soul, the soul which, if not cleansed here 
from the fatal disease of sin, must live on in 
never ending misery.^ Unconverted sinner, 
though blind as you are, you may be ignorant 
of it, you are nevertheless infected with a fatal 
disease, beyond any cure you can apply to it. 
But, while yet in time, your case is not 
hopeless, thanks to a love that "passeth 
knowledge." Go to the great Physician, go, 
''Without money and without price : " fall down 
before Him, and cry, " Lord, if Thou wilt. 
Thou canst make me clean." That great 
Saviour from every evil says, " Him that 
cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out." 
The simple command which, obeyed, cured 
this blind man, is a striking type of the only 
cure for the sinner. The Lord said, "Go, 
wash in the pool of Siloam." The Holy Spirit 
says, " Go, wash in the fountain opened for sin, 
and for uncleanness," — the blood of Jesus. 

£ 
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The conduct of this man after he had 
received his sight, and his treatment by the 
Pharisees, is too remarkable to be passed over 
without observation. These enemies of the 
Son of God, and of all truth, were enraged 
that the Divine power had again been mani- 
fested by such a stupendous work, performed 
also on the Sabbath day, which these hypocrites 
persisted in calling a sin, notwithstanding all 
the teaching they had received from the Lord 
on the subject. Four times over they examined 
and questioned the man as to his case, and 
the Person who had performed it, till, wearied 
of their persistent questions and determined 
obstinacy, he gave them a sharp answer ^ 
and on their reviling him, and speaking 
contemptuously of Jesus, he addressed to» 
them a few words of truth. They were then 
so infuriated at this poor, ignorant man, pre- 
suming as they said to teach them, that they 
cast him out of the synagogue. This was 
probably a much severer punishment in those 
days than we can now understand. The dread 
of it prevented his parents speaking out boldly 
when questioned on the same subject. Cast 
out of the Church, there was no other com- 
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munion in which he could take refuge. The 
consequences were doubtless very serious, — 
something like excommunication to a Romanist. 
But for all that he was not going to deny the 
truth, or join in abusing the Man who had just 
bestowed upon him such a priceless blessing. 

The thirty-fifth and three following verses 
in this chapter are most touching, and should 
be looked for at this point. Our gracious 
Lord immediately seeking the poor creature 
who had been cast out on His account, and on 
finding his willingness to believe on Him, 
immediately revealing Himself to him ; the 
man's ready reception of Him, and the con- 
sequence, worshipping Him. Human nature 
supplies but too many instances of mean 
cowardice, of base ingratitude, of madness and 
of folly. But are any of these, in their highest 
degree, to be compared to the ingratitude, 
the folly, the madness of being ashamed to 
confess Christ.^ And yet this is a common 
sin. Indeed, can anyone say that they never 
were guilty of it, passively, if not actively ? 
There are many ways of denying the Lord, 
short of " I know not this Man of whom ye 
speak." The young and timid Christian is 
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peculiarly liable to fall under this temptation 
of Satan; for surely the temptation to deny, 
or be ashamed, or afraid of confessing the 
" Lord who bought us," must come direct from 
the evil one. It would require a volume to 
contain an account of the various ways in 
which we may, and alas, often do, fall into this 
sin ! and well should we examine ourselves 
before boasting that it is one we never could 
commit Surely few sins could wring more 
bitter tears from the Christian than to have 
appeared in the slightest degree ashamed of the 
Saviour. But such is the weakness of our 
nature, such the hatred of the world to the 
sovereignty of Christ, that to confess Him 
boldly, at all times and in all places, is not an 
easy thing to do ; and, like all other difficulties, 
must not be attempted in our own unassisted 
strength. Jesus never leaves us to fight alone. 
He has provided armour which will enable us 
to stand in the evil day, to overcome this and 
all other wiles of the devil ; and thus, having 
confessed Him before men. He will also 
confess us before His Father in heaven. 



X. 

The Dumb Man Possessed with a Devil. 

St. Matthew ix. 

THE bodily possession of human beings 
by evil spirits or devils is a very awful 
and mysterious subject. During the period of 
our Lord's sojourn on earthy it appears to have 
been a very common scourge in Palestine. 
From what St Mark records, in his first 
chapter, the Saviour appears to have delivered 
numbers from this fearful dominion. Various 
are the forms of suffering these devils appear 
to have inflicted on their miserable victims. 
Some they deprived of their natural faculties, 
making them blind, deaf, dumb; and others 
they made raging, dangerous maniacs. In this 
instance, related by St. Matthew, the man had 
been deprived of the power of speech ; im- 
mediately that his tormentor was cast out he 
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spoke. In every case we hear of the immediate 
obedience of these devils to the word of the 
Lord. " He cast out the spirits with His word" 
In many we are told of the acknowledgment, 
by these fearful beings, of the sovereignty of 
Christ One addressed Him as "Jesus, Thou 
Son of God, Most High ; " another, " I know 
Thee who Thou art, the Holy One of God." 
We should not pass over these wonderful 
deliverances without reflection, without con- 
sidering what good we may derive from the 
contemplation of the dreadful malice and 
power of our great enemy, of the mercy and 
almighty power of our Great Friend. Let 
us remember that all Scripture is given for 
"instruction in righteousness." May we not 
obtain some benefit from meditating upon 
these things, as the type of the power which 
the evil one has now over the souls of the 
children of this world, and of the glorious 
deliverance wrought in them, when in repent- 
ance and faith they turn to the Saviour.^ 
Naturally we do not use the faculties God has 
given us to His glory. The enormous power 
which the tongue possesses for good or evil is 
not turned to God's service. The ear, through 
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which we are capable of receiving such intense 
pleasure, we do not care to use in hearing of 
the things which belong to our eternal peace, 
of our Father's mercy, of our Saviour's love. 
And that wonderful and beautiful structure, 
the eye, too often only takes* pleasure in be- 
holding the vanities of this world. Thus, these 
precious senses, not being used for the glory 
of their Creator, their possessors may well be 
called blind, deaf, and dumb. They are so 
indeed to their true interests ; but when the 
soul has awakened at the Spirit's call, "Awake 
thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall give thee light;" when it has 
responded to the loving Saviour's invitation, 
"Come unto Me," then all is changed. We 
delight to use the tongue in prayer and praise, 
in telling others of the exceeding grace and 
mercy of the Lord Jesus, and of all that He 
has done for our souls : and so of all other 
faculties. Let us ever remember what St 
Paul said to the Romans : " Neither yield ye 
your members as instruments of unrighteous- 
ness unto sin ; but yield yourselves unto God, 
as those that are alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness unto 
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God." When Christ was on earth, He show 
His love and His power in curing the bodi 
sufferings of all who came to Him. He shov 
it now in every soul that He causes to be bon 
again in Himself; and makes an heir of etemai 
life. '*To Him be glory, both now and for 
ever. Amen." 
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XL 

The Man with the Withered Hand Cured, 

St. Matthew xii.— St. Mark hi.— St. Luke vi. 

TO an attentive reader of our Lord'a 
miracles, it will be observed that in 
those of healing and curing there was always^ 
some difference in the manner of them. Some 
besought Jesus' mercy for themselves ; others 
were prayed for by relations or friends. Again, 
without any petition, the Lord called some to 
Him and made them whole. In the case of 
the long suffering woman who touched His 
clothes in the crowd, there was no verbal com- 
munication whatever before the cure was 
effected. In some, as in the miracle now be- 
fore us, Jesus desired the person to make some 
effort or endeavour; and in obedience to this 
command, the blessing came. Had the im- 
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potent man at the pool of Bethesda, and the 
paralytic man not endeavoured to rise and 
take up their beds ; had the blind man refused 
to go and wash his eyes at the pool of Siloam, 
and this man not stretched out his hand when 
desired, they might never have been healed. 
Of course we know that the Lord could have 
cured them by His simple '*I will," but in 
some cases He choose that obedience to His 
commands should be the channel through 
which the healing blessing should flow. This 
thought opens a very wide field for reflection, 
on which much might be written ; but we can 
here offer but a few remarks : the intention of 
these pages being, with God's blessing, to induce 
Bible readers to think more for themselves in 
studying the blessed Book, — not to be content 
with what appears only on the surface, but to 
strive to extract the precious truths, which the 
more they are searched into the more wealth 
they will yield. In these days God ordinarily 
sees fit to work by means. He has not left us 
to struggle on in the dark. He has given us the 
Scriptures, which are able to make us wise unto 
salvation. In that book we find " the way, the 
truth, and the life." Then we have the un- 
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speakable privilege of prayer, with assurances 
in God's Word that He will hear and answer. 
Are not these powerful means of help ? We 
cannot well believe in the sincerity of those 
who say, they wish for better things, and yet 
sit still and do nothing, and say perhaps that 
they cannot convert themselves. What should 
we say of the person with an incurable disease, 
who, being told of an infallible remedy for their 
case, would not take some necessary trouble to 
procure it ? 

How amazing the coldness and indifference 
of the human heart concerning the things 
which belong to their eternal peace ! 

If the three following questions were put to 
a number of professing Christians, what a large 
majority would answer as follows : " Are you 
reconciled to God.?" "No;" or, "I don't 
know." "Do you believe that you may be 
called away by death at any moment.?" " Yes." 
" Do ypu believe that according to the state 
in which death finds you, will be your con- 
dition throughout eternity.?" "Yes." You 
might ask these questions of some people to- 
day; and twenty years hence you might ask 
them again, and receive the same answers. 
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Wonderful indeed ! What a proof of the dead- 
ness which sin has wrought in us concerning 
our souls! There is but one voice that can 
awaken, but one hand that can break the 
chains, and bid us arise. And blessed be our 
merciful God, if the repentant sinner will cry- 
earnestly to Him, he shall find that "The 
Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot 
save: neither His ear heavy, that it cannot 
hear." 
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XII. 

Feeding the Multitudes in the Wilderness. 

St. Matthew xiv.— St. Mark vl— St. Luke ix. — 

St. John vi. 

Second Time, St. Matthew xv.— St. Mark viii. 

THE Holy Spirit inspired all four Evangelists 
to record this most amazing miracle, of 
feeding five thousand men, besides women and 
children, with five barley loaves and two small 
fishes, when twelve baskets of the fragments 
were gathered. St. Matthew and St Mark 
only record a repetition of this miracle when 
four thousand men, besides women and 
children, were sufficiently fed with seven loaves 
and a few small fishes, and seven baskets of 
broken meat were taken up. The three first 
Evangelists merely state the wonderful facts ; 
but St. John gives us one of pur Lord's most 
precious discourses, consequent upon the people 
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following Him the next day across the Sea of 
Galilee, and His telling them their motive for 
doing so. These verses are life-giving indeed, 
for they tell us of the bread of which, if we 
eat, we shall live for ever. In the most distinct 
terms the Saviour says, "I am that bread of 
life." And yet dying sinners turn away from 
it, and use all their energies, bodily and mental, 
in labouring for the meat which perisheth. 
Fancy one of the fasting, fainting multitude 
refusing the food that a disciple was holding 
out to him, though he knew how much he 
needed the strength it would impart to him, 
and that without some sustenance he might 
never be able to reach his home. We can 
hardly conceive such conduct ; and yet it is a 
very feeble, faint type of the child of the 
world refusing the bread of life, "that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life." The 
multitude in the desert are a good similitude 
of the people in this dark world ; and Jesus is 
as ready to feed the souls of people now as He 
was to feed the bodies of these poor starving 
creatures. Surely labouring for the meat 
which perisheth is not such a delightful occu- 
pation that it need fill the heart, and hinder 
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the labourer from also striving to obtain that 
meat which will save him from ever hungering 
or thirsting again. But, alas, it does, in most 
cases ! The cares of this world choke the 
Word, and Jesus stands and knocks, and you 
are deaf and blind. I do not think there is a 
sadder verse in all the Bible than this, "Ye 
will not come to Me, that ye might have life." 
(St. John V. 40.) 

Oh, do you, who are heart and soul immersed 
in the things of this world, ever think of the 
cost of that salvation which is freely offered to 
you, without money and without price ! and 
which you turn your back upon with scornful 
indifference, or trample under foot with proud 
unbelief.^ No: it is impossible that you can. 
These men, whom Jesus had fed miraculously, 
confessed, "This is of a truth that Prophet 
that should come into the world ; " and you, 
for whom Christ died, will you not confess that 
He is the Son of God, who gave His flesh for 
the life of the world ? And, believing this, will 
you not take this living bread } Who hunger 
and thirst like the children of this world ? 
They must do so. An immortal being cannot 
be satisfied with the portion of a perishing 
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world, however large a share they may have of 
its good things. Passing away is written on 
all that is of the world. Christ says, " Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall 
not pass away." And His words are, " I am 
the bread of life : he that cometh to Me shall 
never hunger ; and he that believeth on Me shall 
never thirst." Oh, blessed, blessed words ! 

Before concluding these few thoughts on this 
stupendous theme, I would address some words 
to the beloved children of God, the members 
of Christ, the inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven. What titles ! what glorious privil^es 
do such names imply ! Can you conceive 
anything higher? Can there be anj-thing 
greater "i It would be a deep blessing to have 
such things to look forward to, to hope for. 
But God has given them to you now. You 
received them when you accepted " the bread 
of life ; " and, blessed be God, none can take 
them from you. The Father which gave them 
to you is greater than all. Now do you think 
sometimes of the meaning of these titles which 
have been bestowed upon you } They are not 
empty ones, they enfold incalculable blessings, 
they confer the highest privileges, and to them 
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belong deep responsibilities. If you do not 
make the use you ought of these blessings, if 
you do not live up to these privileges, and if 
you do not answer to these responsibilities, 
what is the cause } Poor, weak, erring children 
of God, you who will be ever ready to allow 
youf many infirmities and shortcomings, you 
will find many and various reasons for your 
failures. 'But there is one great reason which 
I think lies at the root of all, — ^you do not live 
enough upon the bread of life. All the writers 
of this miracle tell us that the people were 
filled ; they ate till their hunger was appeased, 
and they were satisfied ; and yet the supply 
was not exhausted. If they had required 
fifty, a hundred times as much, they would 
have got it But you are very easily satisfied ; 
and, though you have nothing to pay for it, 
you sometimes find it a trouble and a weariness 
even to ask for it. And no more surely does 
the physical strength decay when not sustained 
by proper and sufficient bodily nourishment, 
than does the soul when not strengthened and 
refreshed by feeding upon Christ. In fact, you 
starve yourselves. Alas, that it should be so ! 
and therefore you are weak. It is God's 
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pleasure that our state here should be one of 
trial. We are told that if we would receive, 
we must ask ; if we would find, we must seek ; 
and if we want a door opened, we must knock. 
But surely these are not very hard conditions, 
only we must remember that the work must 
be always going on : pray without ceasing, we 
must be always asking, seeking, knocking if 
we would be fed constantly with Christ's rich 
food. And we want constant supplies to 
enable us to cast out our inward foes, to repel 
those that are without, who work in concert to 
deprive us of the bread of life. I believe it is 
the most humble and obedient child of God, 
the member of Christ who endeavours most 
earnestly to live near the glorious Head, and 
the heir who feels most assured of entering 
into the kingdom of heaven, who can say, — 

" Let me be with Thee, where Thou art, 
My Saviour, my eternal rest ; 
Then only will this longing heart 
Be fully and for ever blest." 
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XIII. 

Jesus Walking on the Water. 

St. Matthew xiv. — St. Mark vi. — St. John vi. 

VERY various were the miracles by which 
our Lord testified His Divine power 
while He dwelt in the flesh. He raised the 
dead, cured all manner of diseases, gave or 
restored the faculties of sight and hearing, 
caused miraculous draughts of fishes, and a 
piece of money to be found in a fish's mouth, 
produced sufficient food for thousands of 
hungry people out of nothing; and now we 
see Him controlling the elements, and setting 
at defiance the laws of nature, by walking 
on water. St Matthew, St. Mark, and St. 
John all record the boisterous weather on that 
stormy lake of Gennesareth, and their distress 
and toiling at their oars, tossed in the waves, 
and the wind against them ; but St Matthew 
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alone relates the very interesting and instruc- 
tive incident of St Peter's attempt to go and 
meet his Master : his bold beginning, and then 
his faith giving way, his disastrous failure. 
The whole story, so simply, yet graphically 
told, is full of the deepest interest, and ex- 
tremely suggestive. Our Saviour, probably 
weary, and wishing for some rest and com- 
munion with His Father in heaven, desired 
His disciples to go before Him to the other 
side of the lake, and having dismissed the 
multitude, whose wants He had just been sup- 
plying, departed into a mountain to pray. 
This blessed Saviour, who went about doing 
good, had no home wherein to rest and shelter 
His precious head. But though He had sent 
away His disciples from His immediate pre- 
sence, He was not unmindful of them : He saw 
them struggling and toiling, rowing against the 
wind in a heavy sea. It was hard work ; but 
they were doing it in obedience to their 
Master's command. Without straining the 
sense, we may see in their situation a very 
correct type of the Christian's voyage through 
life. The true disciple always has to work 
against wind and tide in this world, because. 
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like his Lord, he is not of it : he cannot float 
down the stream, for he is going the other way. 
The way of the world will never land him at 
that "other side," where the many mansions 
are. The life of the Christian, which should 
always be that of a soldier in an enemy's 
country, of a stranger in a foreign land, has 
many evils to encounter, many foes to strive 
with, of which the world knows nothing. God 
sees fit to give some of His people here a 
considerable share of earthly prosperity ; but 
whatever the situation in which He has placed 
them, be sure it is one of continual warfare, and 
the enemies with whom we have to deal are not 
to be despised. We have to " wrestle against 
principalities, powers, the rulers of the darkness 
of this world, spiritual wickedness in high 
places." We might well despair and faint at 
such a prospect, but that the Holy Spirit has 
shown us the armour to put on, an armour 
which even the wiles of the devil cannot 
prevail against. 

But we must return to St. Peter. The com- 
passionate Saviour, seeing the toil and struggle 
of His humble, loving, though weak servants, 
went in the middle of the night to their 
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succour. No raging sea, no tempestuous wind 
could hinder Him. He walked on the water 
to go to them. But the poor frightened men 
did not recognise their best Friend : they 
thought they saw some supernatural being; 
and, with the dread of human nature at such 
appearances, they cried out for fear. But Jesus 
hastened to reassure them with these blessed 
words, " Be of good cheer ; it is I : be not 
afraid." One might have thought that these 
words, added to the fresh proof of His Divine 
power which their bodily senses showed them, 
would have been sufficient. But Peter, bold 
and adventurous as at times he showed himself, 
did not firmly believe in this instance, as is 
evident from his " if it be Thou." No doubt 
some think his obstinate incredulity, in the 
very face of his Master's ** it is I," monstrous. 
But few know how that insidious sin lurks 
more or less in every heart, even in spite of 
God's Word. None of us can throw a stone 
at Peter in that respect. In answer to his 
wavering request, the Lord said, "Come." 
And Peter descended out of the ship, and 
walked on the water to go to Jesus. But 
instead of keeping his eyes fixed on his 
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Master, and trusting that He who had enabled 
him to begin would enable him to go on, he 
looked at the boisterous wind ; and, allowing 
himself to be overcome by fear of secondary 
causes, he began to sink. Then, again, feeling 
that there was but one hand could save him, 
he cried unto the Lord, and immediately (oh, 
that blessed immediately f) Jesus stretched forth 
His hand and caught him ; and then, instead 
of the reproof which the Apostle's presumption 
and then faithlessness might well have brought 
upon him, comes the gentle, touching remon- 
strance, " O thou of little faith, wherefore didst 
thou doubt } " It is well to remark here that 
Jesus did not call Peter out of the ship : it 
was on no errand for his Master that he thrust 
himself into such danger. Doubtless his 
motives were mixed ones ; and the Lord 
thought it best to let him make the attempt, 
that he might discover his own weakness. 
Christians should beware of hastily under- 
taking work, or voluntarily putting themselves 
into positions of difficulty without the guiding 
of God. 

The Being who created us with such an 
infinite variety of dispositions, who has be- 
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stowed upon us talents differing so much bothr" 
in quantity and quality, and given us sucl 
various degrees of moral and physical strength 
does not put us all to the same work. Ther^ 
are many who woric in the world's eye with as 
bright and wide-spreading light, which is seeix 
to the glory of our Father which is in heaven. 
Thank God for such. But we believe that 
there are many smaller lights that the world 
does not see, and thiat it often takes very hard 
work to keep alight through the winds and 
waves of this troublesome world. If we keep 
burning a light of faith in trial, of patience in 
affliction, of hope in darkness, is not that a 
light to God's glory, though the world knows 
not of it ? and will not God watch over it, and 
give supplies of oil to keep it alive, and own it 
at the last? We believe so. Before leaving 
the contemplation of this wonderful scene, we 
must make a few remarks on our Saviour's 
beautiful reply, which accompanied His instant 
help to Peter's cry for safety : " O thou of little 
faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ? " How 
strange it seems that Peter should have 
doubted. How strange it is that the Lord's 
redeemed should doubt! But they do. Yes,. 
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?Ven those who believe that the Lord has 
J^edeemed them from sin and all its conse- 
quences, — that He has washed them clean in 
His own blood, that His atonement is a perfect 
finished work, of which they will receive the 
benefit throughout eternity, — they believe all 
this, and stake their souls on this belief; and 
yet to which of them may not the Lord say, 
not once, but over, and over, and over again, 
"Wherefore didst thou doubt?" Alas, it is 
too true a proof of our weak and corrupt 
nature ! We can and do trust Him with our 
souls for ever ; but we cannot trust Him with 
our earthly concerns for a few years. Some- 
times, when He has graciously granted us 
some great blessing, or mercifully saved us in 
or from some evil or sorrow, and caused us to 
pour forth the heartfelt thanksgivings of deep 
gratitude, we think, oh, can we ever doubt 
Him again ? Then by and bye comes another 
trial, perhaps in some very different form ; and 
often if we do not entirely fall, we at least 
" begin to sink," because we are not looking at 
Jesus, and not listening to His gracious " It is 
I : be not afraid." Let these thoughts keep us 
humble and prayerful. Let us ever remember 
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that Satan will never cease, while we are on 
earth, tempting us to disbelieve God. It was 
his work from the beginning, and will be unto 
the end. So let us ever be on our guard, and 
cling and trtist in our great High Priest, who 
" was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin." 

Before concluding fhese observations, we 
must not omit to mark the consequence of 
Jesus being received into the ship. The wind 
ceased. So it ever is : where Jesus comes. He 
brings peace and rest. 
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XIV. 

The Greek Woman's Daughter Healed. 

St. Matthew xv. — St. Mark ix. 

ST. MATTHEW and St. Mark only record 
this miracle, which is very remarkable, 
from the circumstance that it is the solitary 
instance in which we hear of Jesus apparently 
turning away from a suppliant. The woman 
besought His mercy on behalf of her young 
daughter, who was possessed by a devil. He 
took no notice of her. As she continued her 
entreaties, His disciples begged that she 
might be sent away. Then the Lord gave 
a most unpromising answer ; for it appeared 
she was not one of those He came to save. 
Many would have been discouraged ; but she 
was beseeching for her child, dear to her as 
her own soul, and she would not believe that 
He was so unlike all she had heard of Him. 
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So she worshipped Him, and again implored 
His mercy in these touching words, "Lord^ 
help me." She was met by a still harder an- 
swer than before. Instead of being offended, 
she humbly confessed the truth of what He 
said, but pleaded for some of the crumbs that 
fell to the ground. And now she triumphed : 
her humble earnest faith received its full re- 
ward. " O, woman, great is thy faith : be it 
unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter 
was made whole from that very hour." 

The great lesson on the face of this touching 
story is, no doubt, perseverance in prayer, with 
humble, earnest faith. 

To pray on, and not to faint. There are few 
harder tasks. The trial of this woman's faith 
is a ver>'' profitable study : it is indeed a noble 
example. She was a Gentile, and at the time 
our Lord was upon earth, the Jews would not 
admit that such could share in their blessings 
and privileges. They were not God's own 
people. Are there not some Christians in 
these days who feel that they have little or no 
title to be called God's own ? They cannot say. 
Thou hast redeemed me : I am Thine. They 
cannot say, My sins are forgiven : they are for 
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ever washed out in the blood of the Son of God. 

They cannot say, The Saviour is my Saviour. 

And do such think that they never can attain to 

the possession of such unspeakable blessings } 

Oh, let them not think so! Let them pray 

earnestly that the devil of unbelief may be cast 

-out of their hearts. Come as this woman did, 

with no plea but her great need and the Lord's 

mercy, confessing that she was indeed no better 

than the dogs He spoke of, but still clinging to 

the hope of some crumbs of mercy being 

granted even to her. We have seen the glorious 

result of her repeated supplications. Do not 

•doubt that the same will be yours ; do not be 

weary; do not be discouraged. Look at the 

many promises in God's Word of answers to 

prayer : they are for you as much as for any 

one else. Let not your faith fail because God 

does not see fit to answer you immediately : 

the how and the when must be left to Him. 

Have you been long with the light blazing 

around you, and you would not open your 

eyes to it } How long has Christ been calling 

•" Come unto Me," and you would not answer 

Him } ' How long has He been standing, 

knocking at the door, and you have not opened 
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to Him ? It may please God to keep you long 
waiting before you receive an answer. But be 
sure of this, — the prayer of the humble peni- 
tent will never be rejected; the cry of the 
sinner to the Saviour will not pass unheard ; 
and you will be fed, not only with the crumbs, 
but with rich supplies from the Master's table. 
Now a few words to God's reconciled 
children. You know you are in the fold, safe 
and watched over, and that He who keeps 
you, will keep you unto the end. But while 
in this sad world we have many needs, it is 
our blessed privilege to lay them all before a 
throne of grace, where there is One who ever 
liveth to make intercession for us. We know 
all this ; but, alas, how often our impatient 
spirits fret because our prayers are not speedily 
answered, and answered just in the way we 
desire and expect ! St. Paul tells us we have 
need of patience, and St. James, that the 
trying of our faith worketh patience. In our 
petitions for earthly things we must remember 
our ignorance, and stay ourselves upon God's 
promises when He does not see fit to grant our 
desires. But still we may pour out all our 
heart before Him, cast all our burdens upon 
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Him, and strive to leave them there. There 
is one subject on which our prayers should be 
unceasing. If we are in the fold, and know 
by experience what is the peace, and rest, and 
safety of that refuge, it should be our constant 
work, our unceasing prayer to bring others to 
that Shepherd, who so loved the lost sheep 
that He laid down His life for them. It was 
for her daughter that the Greek woman be- 
sought so earnestly, in the face of so many 
discouragements, and would take no denial. 
The poor girl was possessed with a devil ; and, 
probably, being entirely in the power of the 
evil spirit, could not pray for herself; but the 
persevering petition of her mother was at last 
heard for her, and she was set free. Satan 
works unceasingly to prevent poor sinners 
from entering by that door into that fold, 
because then he knows they will be saved, and 
that neither his power, nor any other, can pluck 
them out, for God is greater than all. " I give 
unto them (my sheep) eternal life ; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any pluck 
them out of my hand." Oh, reader, thank 
God, the God of truth, for these blessed, 
blessed words ! and remember that it is one of 
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the marks of these sheep that they endeavour 
to bring others into the fold ; and pray con- 
stantly and earnestly, not only for the general 
increase of Christ's kingdom, but for indi- 
viduals, and especially for the unconverted 
members of your own family. Pray on, and 
do not faint ! 
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Christ Heals a Lunatic. 

St. Matthew xvii.— St. Mark ix. — St. Luke ix. 

THESE three Evangelists, after relating 
the wonderful, blessed sight on the 
mountain where the Lord took the highly 
privileged apostles, Peter, James, and John, to 
behold Him in communion with two of His 
servants who had so long departed from the 
earth, then proceed to tell of the sad scene of 
this world's sin and suffering exemplified in 
the person of a youth who was possessed with 
a devil ; he was pining away, unable to take 
care of himself, sometimes falling into the fire, 
sometimes into the water. On returning from 
the mountain and rejoining the other disciples, 
Jesus found them surrounded by a great 
multitude, one of which, kneeling down to 
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Him, besought Him to have compassion upon 
his son, his only child. 

Having on a former occasion considered the 
miracle of Christ casting out devils, we will here 
remark chiefly on the very interesting conversa- 
tion detailed by St. Mark, as having taken 
place between the Lord and the unhappy 
father. The miserable youth being brought, 
was thrown on the ground in some frightful 
convulsion, by the evil spirit that had power 
over him. Jesus asked how long he had been 
in this condition, and the father said, since 
his childhood, and that he (the father) had 
spoken to the disciples, but that they could 
not cast out the devil ; and he farther besought 
the Lord, if He could do anything, to have 
compassion, and help them. Jesus said unto 
him, " If thou canst believe, all things are 
possible to him that believeth." The poor 
father immediately cried out, " Lord, I believe ; 
help Thou mine unbelief" Jesus then com- 
manded the devil to come out, healed the 
child, and delivered him to his father. How 
strongly does the compassion and patience of 
our blessed Saviour come out in this history ! 
The man's belief in Him was evidently not 
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very strong, as appeared from the expression, 
"If Thou canst do anything." Disappointed 
in his application to the disciples, he perhaps 
thought he should fare no better with the 
Master. The poor man appears to have been 
in the greatest distress, and appealed to Jesus 
as his last hope, — a weak and trembling one, 
but still a hope. And the Lord did not 
quench this smoking flax. Having told the 
man that all things were possible to him that 
believed, the poor father cried out, "Lord, I 
believe;" but probably at the same moment 
feeling how weak was his faith, how far 
remioved from that the Lord had just des- 
cribed, instantly, with humble earnestness, 
adds, "help Thou mine unbelief." That was 
indeed the prayer of faith. Ah, from how 
many hearts striving with doubt and difficulty, 
from how many worn with conflict, and ready 
to faint from the " weariness of the way," from 
how many agonizing after submission, have 
these words broken forth, and often with 
many, many tears ! Indeed they must ever 
be in the heart of the true Christian ; and the 
more our self-knowledge increases, the more 
occasion shall we And for the necessity of this 
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prayer. We profess to believe God's promises ; 
But how far does our belief influence our lives } 
We have promises for time, and promises for 
eternity ; promises for our spiritual sustenance, 
and for our earthly needs in ouir journey 
through the wilderness. Now if we really and 
truly believed God's Word, how much happier 
should we be in our own souls ! how much 
brighter would our light shine before men ! and, 
consequently, how much more glory should 
we give to God ! But, alas, our infirmities ! 
Often do we let fear, or care and anxiety, or, 
perhaps, some besetting sin, get such a hold of 
us, that though we fly to the Lord, it is some- 
what in the manner of this distracted father, 
who was so overcome by his affliction that his 
hope was but feeble. Though we never give 
utterance to it, does the feeling never creep in, 
"If Thou canst do anything".? To the 
believer, the strongest incentive to belief must 
ever be that the want of it casts dishonour on 
the Lord. In our relations with our fellow- 
creatures, is there a greater insult than to say, 
" I don't believe you " ? Of course we don't 
say this to the Almighty ; but does not the 
spirit of it show sadly in us ? To which of us 
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may not the loving Saviour often say, " O thou 
of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?" 
Wherefore, indeed! He can give no greater 
proof of love than He has given: "Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends." And again : " If 
a man love Me, he will keep my words." Ah, 
if we would but keep His words more, we 
should trust and believe more! Unbelief is 
one of the most deadly weapons used by the 
great enemy of our souls. With that he 
caused the fall of man ; with that he has ever 
since been sending a fearful multitude to ever- 
lasting perdition. " Help Thou mine unbelief" 
is a good petition, and needed even by God's 
own people. It goes well with the poor 
publican's cry, ** God be merciful to me a 
sinner." And when the Lord, by the power of 
His grace, enables us to say, "I believe," let 
us never forget to add with the deepest 
humility, " Help Thou mine unbelief" 
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Christ tells Peter he will 

Find a Piece of Money in the Mouth of 

the First Fish he takes up. 

St. Matthew xvii. 

THIS miracle, which simply exemplifies 
our Lord's Divine attribute of perfect 
knowledge of all things, visible and invisible, 
is only related by St Matthew. It suggests 
various thoughts ; two very evident ones we 
will consider for a few minutes: the extrieme 
poverty of Jesus, and the lesson taught by His 
example here, that we must obey the laws of 
the rulers of our country, even when we do not 
think them just and right, always supposing that 
they do not run counter to our duty to God. 

First, then, of our blessed Saviour's poverty. 
What a wide field of thought does this amazing 
fact open before us! We feel that we can 
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write of it but in the poorest, weakest manner. 
To think that the Son of God voluntarily chose 
to submit to the life of constant deprivation 
and suffering, which the life of the very poor 
is. It is evident, from many places in the 
history of His time on earth, that He must 
often have endured much from exposure to 
weather, from hunger, from fatigue of mind 
and body. He said Himself He had not 
where to lay His head. The apostles, poor 
men at first, and having forsaken all to follow 
their Master, were probably penniless ; and as 
St. John says that Judas kept the bag and 
what was put therein, it appears that they 
must have lived upon charity. In another 
place we read that many women followed 
Him, and ministered unto Him of their 
substance. There is no doubt that He was 
destitute of every earthly comfort, and de- 
pendent upon the kindness of others for the 
necessaries of life. And this the Lord of all 
submitted to for our sake. " For ye know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though 
He was rich, yet for your sakes He becaiyie 
poor, that ye through His poverty might be 
rich." Considering this choice of our Saviour, 
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how can any of His members desire riches, 
long for them, strive after them, love them ? 
Alas, it is not only the children of the world 
who make the getting of money their chief 
concern, and selfishly keeping it when they 
have got it ! Those who profess to have their 
treasure in heaven will do well often to 
examine themselves on the subject. The love 
of money is indeed the cause of much evil and 
many sorrows, even causing some to err from 
the faith ; and, unless riches are sanctified by 
the grace of God, their natural tendency is to 
harden the heart. That the possession of 
much of this world's good is a heavy burden 
to carry in our life's race is a certainty ; and it 
is an amazing proof of our folly and blindness 
that any Christian should wish for wealth, in 
the face of our Lord's solemn declaration, 
** How hardly shall they that have riches enter 
into the kingdom of God ! " Thank God, the 
same authority tells us it is not impossible. 
He can give us riches without our trusting in 
them, and enable us to use them as stewards 
for His glory and the good of our fellow- 
creatures. Still, we should not desire riches. 
The upward road is steep, and we should be 
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thankful for the absence of any weights which 
have a downward tendency, and which, instead 
of quickening, cause us to cleave more to the 
dust. But danger and evil do not belong 
exclusively to riches. Oh, no ! The trials and 
temptations to the soul through poverty are 
very many. The poor believer knows them 
well ; but through all he can look for strength 
and submission to that beloved Saviour who 
for his sake left — 

His Father's house of light : 

His rainbow circled throne 
He left, for earthly night, 

For wanderings sad and lone. 

As to the question of submitting to the laws 
and regulations of the country we live in 
(when not opposed to our duty to God), 
although they may not exactly suit our views 
and opinions, that is very clearly defined here, 
and also in the twentieth chapter of St. Luke, 
where our Lord's enemies tried to confound 
Him by asking whether it was lawful to give 
tribute to the foreign power under whom they 
were in subjection. But there are many lesser 
matters in which the law has nothing to do. 
Many things occur frequently in our daily life, 
in our relations with others, which cause the 
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conscientious Christian to pause and think, 
" Should I do this, or should I not ? should I 
speak, or should I be silent? should I make 
my own opinions known, or shall I do harm 
by interfering ? " Everyone who is anxious to 
do all to the glory of God, and never to 
appear ashamed of their profession, knows 
how constantly such questions arise. It is a 
case where we greatly need heavenly wisdom 
and discretion, which must be sought for in 
constant and earnest prayer. There are those 
who carry their colours aloft and wave them 
about at all seasons, flaunting them in the 
faces of others at the most inopportune 
moments, and meeting with constant rebuffs 
of various kinds, till at last the poor standard- 
bearer retires disheartened, having only dis- 
gusted others, and, if not injured, at least not 
forwarded the cause he has so truly at heart. 
A much larger class, alas, carry their colours so 
carefully covered up that you may be in their 
society for long without knowing to whose 
service they belong ! No doubt to keep in the 
right path in this matter is difficult, as in all 
things, and must not be attempted in our own 
unassisted strength ; but the disciple to^ whom 
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the glory of his Lord is his first desire, will 
always be guided. The true Christian is ever 
anxious to win souls to Christ, and will, there- 
fore, consider carefully the best means of doing 
so, suiting his method to the individual case. 
The true Christian will be ever desirous that 
others should know what God has done for 
him, and his love and gratitude will ever 
prevent his sitting silent when dishonour is 
cast upon his Lord, or in joining in anything 
of which his Lord would not approve. The 
true Christian can never be a coward ; but the 
few words which Jesus said to Peter, when 
desiring him to take up the fish, should not 
pass unregarded, " Lest we should offend 
them." We often offend one another need- 
lessly, and so mar our usefulness. After all, 
the best way of forwarding God*s work is to 
be found in the silent witness of the life of the 
true disciple. Those who " show forth Christ " 
in their daily walk and conversation, exercise 
an influence the effects of which are probably 
never fully known in this world. Let those, 
then, who love the Lord Jesus, and desire the 
increase of His kingdom upon earth, teach, by 
leading " the risen life.** 



XVII. 

The Sudden Withering Away of the 

Eg Tree. 

St. Matthew xxi. — St. Mark xi. 

ST. MATTHEW and St. Mark relate the 
sudden blight of the fig tree. It is a very 
remarkable miracle, for this reason : it is the 
only recorded instance of our Lord using His 
Divine power for the purpose of injury or 
destruction. All His other miracles were for 
healing, help, or assistance in some need or 
other. The sudden and total destruction of 
the fig tree, for it was dried up from the roots^ 
is very commonly commented upon as a type 
of the Jewish nation at that time, and of its 
future doom. That there was a meaning, 
something to be learned from this act of our 
Lord's, there is no doubt. We will confine 
ourselves to the simple, self-evident comparison 
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of the barren tree to the fruitless, though 
nominal, Christian. The tree looked flourishing, 
it had leaves ; but, on closer inspection, no 
fruit ; and thus, not fulfilling the purpose for 
which life was given it, that life was taken 
away. This is a lesson much to be taken to 
heart. It would be endless to quote all the 
texts of Scripture which show that without the 
fruits of the Spirit we do not belong to Christ. 
Leaves of profession there may be many : there 
are those who cry, "Lord, Lord," but do not 
the things that He commands. Christ says, 
" If ye love Me, keep my commandments." 
The two are inseparable. It is vain to talk of 
love and pardon and justification if there is 
no grace in the life. As there is no natural 
life without breath, so there is no spiritual life 
without fruit, more or less. In some cases, 
alas, but small ! but in the true branch, always 
increasing. Oh, how many incentives there 
are to the Christian to bring forth fruit ! 
"Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit." The fruits of the new birth, 
which are the fruits of the Spirit, are the only 
proof that we belong to Christ. What they 
are, the most cursory reader of the Bible may 
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easily ascertain. No works can save us. No ; 
" The just shall live by faith." But we must 
prove our faith to be a living one, for "faith 
without works is dead." The bringing forth of 
these fruits is not always an easy matter. 
Everyone has some particular obstacle which 
must be got over, some special enemy bent 
against the growth of some special fruit, which 
must be struggled against, and kept down, if 
we cannot entirely exterminate it. The farmer 
or gardener, who must endeavour to cultivate 
in a hard unproductive soil, in a cold, ungenial 
climate, and constantly subject to the injurious 
influence of adverse weather, has a hard task. 
It is a type of the work of the Christian,, 
endeavouring to bring forth the fruits of the 
Spirit ; for he is striving to cultivate the plants 
of heaven on earth. All the spiritual soil and 
atmosphere of this world are against him : he 
is often sadly tried by finding his own deceitful 
heart aiding the opposition to his work ; and 
then there is the never-tiring enemy always 
seeking to sow his tares in the labourer s best 
wheat. But let us struggle on. We are not 
left alone. There is One who is ever watching,, 
who sees all the difliculties, and all the trials,. 



WITHERING AWAY OF THE FIG TREE. 95 

and all the opposing influences, and who will 
help, and does help, more than perhaps we 
know or think of. Let us not then faint, but 
continue constant in prayer, for " grace to help 
in time of need," that we may bring forth fruit 
to the glory of our beloved Master. 

Before concluding the thoughts upon this 
miracle, there is one awful one we cannot pass 
unnoticed, suggested by the words of the Lord 
in condemning the fig tree ; that the words 
proceeded from the lips of the loving Saviour 
make them solemn indeed. "Let no fruit 
grow on thee henceforward for ever." The 
sentence was irreversible. Unlike the fig tree 
in the parable related by St. Luke, in his 
thirteenth chapter, where another year of trial 
was granted at the intercession of the vine- 
dresser, this fruitless tree was condemned at 
once and for ever. By this we see clearly that 
the day of grace has an end ; and how long 
may it last for those who do not avail them- 
selves of it, who can tell.^ It is a fearful 
thought that those who are rejecting Christ 
are literally trying the patience of God. Oh, 
how many the vain excuses and delays, 
prompted by Satan and our own deceitful 
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hearts, until the accepted time has passed, and 
the door is shut ! The words our blessed Lord 
addressed to the doomed city, when He wept 
over it, may well be spoken to hardened 
sinners : " If thou hadst known, even thou, at 
least in this thy day, the things which belong 
unto thy peace; but now they are hid from 
thine eyes." And again, " How often would I 
have gathered ye, and ye would not ! " Those 
who are living without Christ ajre literally 
living, suspended by a single thread, over the 
gulf of eternal perdition. And let not anyone 
think that, while life is granted to them, they 
can at any time repent and flee to the Saviour. 
There are too many cases that show there is a 
fearful sentence that sometimes goes forth, even 
in this world : One as terrible probably as the 
" Depart from Me " of the judgment day ; it is, 
"Let him alone." (Hosea iv. 17.) 
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XVIII. 

Christ Cures a Deaf Man with an 
Impediment in his Speech. 

St. Mark vii. 

THERE are, I think, only two miracles 
related by St. Mark which are not also 
recorded by St. Matthew: the giving sight to 
the blind man whom our Lord led out of 
Bethsaida, which we have already noticed when 
considering the various cures of the blind, and 
this one. The means that Jesus used in this 
case are the same as those employed in 
restoring sight to the blind man referred to 
above. Then looking up to heaven, He 
sighed, and pronounced the word, Ephphatha, 
be opened, when immediately the man heard, 
and spoke plain. Every recorded emotion of our 
Lord's is, and ever must be, deeply interesting 

H 



98 INCIDENTS IN OUR LORD'S LIFE. 

to His people. Why His having sighed is 
specially noticed on this occasion we know not 
Doubtless all He saw and heard in His daily 
ministrations must often have caused that 
pure and Divinely compassionate nature to 
sigh. Sin, and all its dreadful consequences, 
by which He was constantly surrounded, must 
have saddened Him, although He had come as 
the Deliverer. Let us consider a little what 
amount of likeness there is, on this point, 
between Christ and His people. Of course it 
is only " fools who make a mock at sin ; " but 
do those who know better always feel the 
abhorrence and grief which that hated thing, 
in any and every shape, should cause them ? 
We fear not We are not speaking now of our 
own sins, which, alas, are but too often slightly 
regarded ! but of the evil we see around us, 
which, without in the least failing in the great 
law of charity, we should ever condemn, dread, 
and detest. This is easy in the case of gross 
sins; but in what are so falsely called trifles 
and little things, do we feel grieved at the evil 
which surrounds us, when we do not personally 
suffer from it ? Do slight deviations from 
truth, the indulgence of pride and evil tempers. 
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worldliness of mind, want of charity, love of 
money, general indifference to God and His 
laws : do these things cause us to sigh ? And 
for why? Because our beloved Lord is dis- 
honoured, neglected, and forgotten ; and for 
the miserable state of those who are living, or 
we should rather say dying, without Him. 
Are not these things enough to make the 
Christian sigh, weep, and groan in spirit, as we 
read of our Lord doing ? . One of the many 
evils of the world is, that being surrounded by 
ungodliness, seeing and hearing it every day, 
we get terribly familiar with it, and do not 
shrink from the slightest indication of that 
hated thing as we ought. It is a sad thought 
that we should ever get accustomed to sin, to 
that accursed thing which caused the sufferings 
and death of the Son of God, and which is 
constantly sending multitudes of our fellow- 
creatures to eternal misery. Should a Christian 
ever view these things with indifference ? We 
fear too often they do ; and that too often 
the children of this world have reason to say, 
that religious people by no means show the 
disinclination they profess to the things and 
ways of the world. Now we cannot always 
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reprove or check; but we can always show 
our own disapproval of that which is wrong, 
and thus confess Jesus before men. Oh, the 
Christian has much need to pray constantly 
to be kept unspotted by the world, uncon- 
taminated by the surrounding evil, that his 
conscience may be ever kept tender, and that 
he may never cease to sigh and grieve on 
account of prevailing iniquity. He who does 
so truly will not rest satisfied with only 
lamenting, but will pray and strive to be a 
fellow-worker with his Lord in destroying the 
works of the devil. 
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XIX. 

The Miraculous Draught of Fishes. 

St. Luke v. 

THE first miracle recorded by St. Luke is 
the casting out of a devil from a man in 
the Synagogue ; but, having before considered 
these deliverances, we pass on to the miraculous 
draught of fishes, being the next in order as 
mentioned by St. Luke only. The same 
miracle was repeated by our Lord after His 
resurrection, being made the means of revealing 
Himself to some of His disciples, and is told 
by St. John alone. 

In this recorded by St. Luke, we read that, 
the people pressing upon Him to hear the 
word of God, as He stood by the lake of 
Gennesaret, He entered into Simon's ship, and 
begged him to put out a little from the shore ; 
ever ready at all times, and under all circum- 
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Stances, to preach the truth to the poor 
perishing sinners by whom He was surrounded, 
He sat down and spoke to them from the 
fishing boat When He had finished. He told 
Peter to go out into deep water, and let down 
his net From this it appears that Peter and 
some of the other disciples were still working 
for their daily bread, and following their occu- 
pation of fishermen. They had had a night of 
toil and disappointment : been up all night and 
taken nothing, — weary, no doubt, in spirit as 
well as in body. Few things are more dispiriting 
than to work and see no results. But mark 
his immediate obedience to the Lord's desire ; 
merely stating that they had had no success, 
though they had not been idle, he directly let 
down the net Probably he little anticipated 
the speedy reward of his prompt obedience. 
This interesting incident in our Lord's life with 
these poor men leads one to reflect on the 
immense importance of immediate, unques- 
tioning obedience to Christ's commands. In 
our inner life, and in our life in the world, in 
ways too numerous to mention, we may have 
gone on for long, striving to fight against the 
evil within us, or struggling to make greater 
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advances in the onward path ; we may have 
been " diligent in business " for ourselves and 
others, and "fervent in spirit," and yet think 
we have got nothing, our work is in vain. If 
v/e have been working in Christ's strength, not 
in our own, in obedience to His will, not after 
our own devices, we may be sure that our 
labour, of whatever kind, is not in vain. We 
may be kept long waiting : the reward indeed 
may have come, and we may not have marked 
it, because it did not come just at the time we 
wanted, or in the way we expected ; but let us 
not be disheartened, we serve a good Master, 
who will never forget His servant's work. 
Only when once we hear His voice, let us 
neither doubt, nor delay, but obey at once. 
When we feel weary and heavy laden, as we 
must sometimes, let us think of His work for 
us, the unceasing toil of His life, the bitter 
sufferings of His death, and He has not got 
His full reward yet 

We cannot leave the consideration of this 
miracle without commenting on the apparently 
strange effect it had upon Simon Peter. We 
conceive that he had not been long, or con- 
stantly, in company with Jesus ; that his views 
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of the Lord's character and mission were very 
dim and unsettled ; and, though in Him he saw 
a man very unlike other men, still he had not 
realized bow much more than man He was ; and 
when he found himself face to face with a miracle,, 
which from its nature would naturally strike 
him very vividly, his first emotion was that of 
fear. He felt himself to be in the immediate 
presence of an Almighty Being, and his 
impulse was to entreat the Lord to depart 
from him. Why ? The conviction of sin. " I 
am a sinful man, O Lord." Poor ignorant 
Peter! That was the very reason why he 
should have clung closer to Jesus, to beseech 
Him not to leave him, never to leave him, to 
forgive and cleanse him from his sins. But, as 
we remarked before, Peter did not know then 
that his Master had come to seek and to save 
those that were lost ; to give life, not to 
destroy : in fact, that he was in the immediate 
presence of the great, the glorious Redeemer. 

Nevertheless, St. Peter's feelings were the 
natural ones of the man whose sins are not 
forgiven, whose iniquities are not covered ; and 
those who think otherwise are utterly blind to 
their own state, and supremely ignorant as to 
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the character of God. We can stand before 
God only washed in His Son's blood, clothed 
in His righteousness. Therefore now we must 
flee to Jesus with our sins, and He will take 
them all away : they will never rise up against 
us. Who shall lay anything to our charge.^ 
God Himself has justified us. 

But, unconverted sinner, remember that you, 
too, however unwillingly, must also appear 
before God, and again will be heard the words, 
"Depart from Me;" this time not from the 
lips of the convicted sinner, but from those of 
the Judge. Before concluding we would simply 
draw attention to the practical result of the 
interesting event we have been considering ^ 
" They forsook all, and followed Him." 




XX. 

The Raising to Life' the Widow's Son. 

St. Luke vii. 

ST. LUKE alone records this miracle which 
brings out so strongly the tender, com- 
passionate nature of the Saviour, who in " His 
love and in His pity" has redeemed us. In 
one of His many journeys. He came to a city 
of Galilee called Nain. Much people were 
with Him. As He approached the gate of 
the city. He met a funeral. Many people 
accompanied the chief mourner, for it was a 
peculiarly sad one. This chief mourner, who 
was a widow, was following to the grave the 
body of her only son. It does not appear 
that she made any appeal to Jesus : probably, 
overcome with grief, did not even raise her 
head as He drew near. 

But the Lord did not pass by her in her 
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bitter sorrow : He had compassion on her, and 
told her not to weep. Immediately He touched 
the bier and said, "Young man, I say unto 
thee, arise." ' That voice can never command 
in vain. He that was dead directly sat up, 
and gave speedy evidence of his full return to 
life by beginning to speak. A great miracle 
indeed, and one which proved the Divine 
power of Him who had performed it. And all 
who saw it glorified God. Perhaps we do not 
always remember that whenever Christ rouses 
a soul from death to life it is a miracle. A 
miracle which displays His love, and also His 
power. His Spirit alone can say, "Awake 
thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, 
and Christ shall give thee light." Naturally 
dead in sins, we need a quickening power, not 
inherent in ourselves, to rouse us from the 
deadly lethargy in which Satan strives to hold 
us, for he knows if we do not shake it off here 
it ends in death eternal. If we do not hear 
the voice of the Son of God until it calls us 
from our grave, it will then be too late. Oh, 
then, reader, while yet it is the day of grace, 
listen to His voice! He is still calling you, 
though you may have long turned a deaf ear 
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to His loving words. He is calling you at 
this minute, while you are reading these lines, 
which tell you that Christ died that you might 
live, that He has life in Himself which He can 
and will impart to you. " Because I live, ye 
shall live also." And remember that the life 
which the Saviour gives is "life everlasting."^ 
When He suffered more than tongue can tell, 
more than our mental powers can comprehend,, 
to obtain this gift for us, you cannot surely 
think He is unwilling to bestow it. If the 
angels of God rejoice over a repenting sinner, 
what must be the joy of the Redeemer at 
seeing another lost sheep seeking entrance into 
the fold! The door is open now: Jesus is 
standing there, saying, "Come unto Me." 
Will you not listen.? Will you continue to 
cling to the world that rejects Him? Will 
you go on serving Satan, who never ceases 
working your destruction ? Will you destroy 
your 07ily hope } Will you have no mercy on 
your soul that Christ thinks so precious that 
He died to redeem it ? And, oh, will you, can 
you turn your back on that loving Saviour, 
and leave Him to say those sad words, "Ye 
will not come to Me, that ye might have life " t 
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Oh, fall on your knees before God, thank Him 
that you have yet time, and flee to the refuge 
just as you are ! And ye redeemed of the 
Lord, never let a day pass over your heads 
without offering up your heartfelt thanks- 
givings, that you have heard the loving voice, 
accepted the blessed invitation ; and, by the 
power of the Spirit, are "alive unto God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." 
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XXL— XXII. 

Straightening the Woman who was 
Bowed together. 

Healing the Man with the Dropsy. 

St. Luke xiii. — St. Luke xiv. 

THESE two miracles, which were both 
performed on the Sabbath Day, are only 
related by St. Luke. There are two others 
specially recorded as having taken place on the 
same holy day: the curing of the impotent 
man at the pool of Bethesda, and the man who 
had the withered hand. Doubtless there were 
many more. With reference to these miracu- 
lous cures, both of which were unsolicited, we 
will consider, for a few moments, the important 
subject of the keeping of the Sabbath. There 
is not much chance, in these times, of too 
strictly observing the day of rest, one of God's 
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greatest gifts to fallen man. Nevertheless, 
hypocrisy and formalism are still to be found, 
as in the days of the Pharisees. Some satisfy 
their consciences perfectly by keeping Sunday 
very strictly as to the letter: they make it, 
and they feel it, to be a restraint, and a 
weariness, and experience a sense of relief 
when the day is over. How astonished, and 
perhaps indignant, they would be to be told 
that they had not kept the day holy ! What 
fault can you find with them ? The whole day 
they think has been given to God's service; 
they have kept as much as possible from all 
worldly business. But how much of the heart 
has been in it.? How much of the feeling, 
"this is the day that the Lord hath made, we 
will rejoice and be glad in it " ? Where is the 
gratitude for the great gift of having one day 
in seven set apart, when even human laws 
assist us in giving time and opportunity for 
withdrawing a little from the terribly engros- 
sing things which are seen, to the consideration 
of the eternal things which are not seen ; to- 
have more leisure to attend to our truest 
interests ; to have more time to spend with our 
dearest Friend } We fear there are many wha 
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keep the Sabbath very strictly, who know 
nothing of all this. "Man looketh on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on 
the heart." And will the Lord receive and 
bless such cold, unloving service, given only 
from a sense of duty and necessity } These 
formal Sabbath-keepers are, however, few in 
number compared with those who give as little 
as they can, even outwardly, to the Lord, of 
His own day. Of open Sabbath-breakers, who 
neither profess nor pretend to keep the com- 
mandment, we do not now speak ; but of that 
numerous class who have been, as it is com- 
monly called, "well brought up," and have 
been accustomed to some sort of observance 
of Sunday. They go to church, once certainly, 
perhaps twice, and some in a degree abstain 
from their usual employments and amusements ; 
but the inward feeling is, " How much must I 
give up because it is Sunday? How much 
may I do what I like } Perhaps they would 
not like to see this in black and white ; but it 
is a question that in one form or other 
constantly presents itself to the person who 
looks upon the setting apart of the Sabbath as 
an unpleasant duty, — not as an unspeakable 
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privilege. In plain words, most people do not 
love the Lord's Day. Why ? The answer is 
very simple. Because they do not love the 
Lord, or care for spiritual things. The great 
teacher. Love, will instruct all who sincerely 
wish to know how to keep the Sabbath Day 
holy. 

Suppose you were given a day to spend 
with a very dear friend, to whom you owed 
much, and who you knew would be glad to re- 
ceive you and help you again, and to whom you 
could tell everything; would you say in the 
morning, " I suppose I must go to him for two or 
three hours.; but, if he would not be offended, 
I would rather spend the rest of the day some- 
where else " ? Or if you were engaged in some 
study that greatly interested you, or occupied 
in some work from which you hoped to receive 
much benefit, would you, instead of spending 
-what time you could obtain for their pursuit, 
give them as little as you possibly could, con- 
sistent with attending to them at all ? Christ 
has taken all burdens off His people, and made 
His day not a burden, but a delight, and has 
shown us what sort of work we may do on it. 
It is interesting to observe, that of two of the 

I 
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cures recorded as having been performed on 
the Sabbath, those healed found their mi- 
expected blessing in the synagogue. The poor 
woman, so bent that she could not raise herself,, 
did not, as many would, make her terrible 
physical misfortune an excuse for absenting 
herself from the means of grace. She still 
attended to hear the Scriptures read and ex- 
plained ; and there she met and heard the 
Divine Teacher, who called her to Him and 
loosed her from her infirmity. We have many 
means of grace independent of public ordi- 
nances; but these latter shoi^d never be 
neglected, but attended and valued as great 
helps and privileges ; and it is one of the 
blessings of the Sabbath that we have them so 
largely provided for us on that day. The true 
Christian should look to meeting with his Lord 
in His house of prayer; and many can look 
back to their first true knowledge of the 
Saviour being obtained there. The keeping of 
the Sabbath certainly is a duty, because it is 
enjoined by God. But we should look upon 
the command to set that day apart as a special 
blessing, as a great gift of our merciful Father^ 
called for in every way by our many needs,. 
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temporal and spiritual ; and until it is looked 
upon in this light, and received with gratitude, 
it will never be kept holy in the heart, however 
carefully it may be outwardly observed. It is 
very observable in the Old Testament how 
frequently the despising and neglecting of the 
Sabbath is mentioned as one of the causes for 
bringing down God's wrath and judgments 
upon His people, and blessings promised to 
those who keep and value it. The day of rest 
is not a wearisome burden, but a most gracious 
gift ; and when looTced upon in this light there 
will be no difficulty in knowing how to spend 
its precious hours, and to keep it holy. 
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The Cleansing of Ten Lepers. 

St. Luke xvii. 

THIS miracle, and its remarkable sequel, is 
recorded only by St. Luke. Leprosy, 
that awful disease, so lively a type of the sin- 
corrupted nature of man, was often the object 
of our Lord's merciful miracles. On this 
occasion ten of these wretched beings, who in 
a great measure, if not entirely, were shut out 
from the society of their fellow-creatures, called 
from a distance to Jesus. They evidently knew 
Him : addressing Him by name, and, without 
venturing to approach, besought Him to have 
mercy upon them. He answered them by 
desiring them to go and show themselves to 
the priests, according to the law. In the act 
of going, as they were told, they were cleansed. 
One of them, on perceiving the wonderful 
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change that had taken place in him, imme- 
diately turned back, and, loudly glorifying God, 
fell down at the feet of the Saviour and poured 
forth his thanks. Nothing very remarkable in 
this, we say, it was the most natural impulse : 
what less could the man do? But we may 
well ask, as Jesus did, "Where are the nine.?" 
Does it not seem inconceivable that these men, 
who had just received such an inestimable boon, 
should go quietly on their way, without ever 
thinking of returning to offer their thanks- 
givings to the Being who, whether they con- 
sidered Him to be Divine or human, had heard 
their petition for mercy, and cured their dreadful 
disease ? -What monstrous ingratitude ! we 
naturally exclaim. Monstrous indeed ! In- 
gratitude is looked upon as so base a sin, even 
by the people of this world, that few can bear 
the accusation of it; and how bitter it is to 
experience it many can testify: how doubly, 
trebly bitter, when you receive it from one 
whom you love, and on whose love in return 
you think you have a claim. We consider we 
have a just right to complain when treated 
with ingratitude, and think that nothing could 
have induced us to be so dead to every good 
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feeling as to receive thanklessly, and positively 
without acknowledgment, so much kindness. 
Alas, for the deceitfulness of the human 
heart! How much are we aware of our 
ingratitude to One who has done more for us 
than the best and kindest earthly friend we 
ever had ? " For God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." (St. John iii. i6.) *• Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends." (St John xv. 13.) 
"But God commendeth His love toward us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us." (Rom. v. 8.) "Hereby perceive we 
the love of God, because He laid down His 
life for us." (i St John iii. 16.) " In this was 
manifested the love of God toward us, because 
that God sent His only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through Him." (i 
St. John iv. 9.) Oh, ponder these words ! 
They are a few of those God has graciously 
written to lead us to believe and trust in Him. 
And then let us ask ourselves. What return 
have we made ? How have we glorified God 
for such inestimable gifts } What praise and 
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thanksgiving have we offered for such and so 
much love ? Where is our gratitude ? 

"Great g^s I brought to thee, 
What hast thou brought to Me ? " 

Truly we cannot throw stones at the un- 
grateful lepers. Every one is not ungrateful to 
their fellow-creatures. Any one who has a heart 
and possesses generosity of feeling responds to 
kindness, and rejoices if he has the means 
and opportunity of showing gjratitude to those 
to whom he owes obligations ; at the least, 
he is anxious to show his sense of it by 
earnest thanks, if nothing more is in his 
power. But let any, I make no exception, look 
back on their life, even in the most cursory 
manner, and ask themselves what or how much 
gratitude they have expressed towards God 
for benefits incalculably, both as to number 
and degree. This can be done without any 
very close or severe self-examination. Indeed 
let us look into our hearts at the present 
moment, and see what feeling of love and 
thanksgiving there is there for all we have 
received in the past, for all we possess now, 
and for all we hope for in the future. Oh, the 
hardness of the human heart! Till softened 
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by the Holy Spirit, it is towards God like a 
stone. Kind and loving and generous perhaps 
to others, it is untouched by the love of 
Jesus: deaf and blind to that love "which 
passeth knowledge." And even those who 
have been brought in some measure to see and 
know Him, how poor and cold, alas, is their 
love! Still, I think, to the true members of 
Christ there are few things that grieve them 
more than the sense of their little love to 
Him, and the more they learn and feel of the 
greatness of His, the more they lament the 
poverty of their own. But He knows they do 
love Him, and will draw their hearts more and 
more to Himself: He is very patient, and does 
not quench the smoking flax. To the question 
which the grateful spirit 'must often ask, 
"What shall I render unto the Lord for all 
His benefits ? " the answer is, " My son, give Me 
thine heart." A whole heart carries a great 
deal with it. 

Perhaps everyone has not heard the affecting 
incident of the poor Indian savage, wrapped 
in his blanket and holding his rifle, his sole 
earthly possessions, standing listening in wrapt 
attention to a missionary who was discoursing 
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on the love of Jesus, and all He had done for 
man. Presently the Indian, approaching, laid 
down his rifle at the preacher's feet, and said, 
I will give that to Jesus. No : said the 
preacher, Jesus does not want your rifle. He 
went on talking, and after a little while the 
Indian again approached, and, laying down 
his blanket, said, I will give that to Jesus, 
No : the missionary said, the Lord will not 
take your blanket: take it up again. The poor 
man looked disappointed, but still remained 
listening. At last, falling on his knees, with 
clasped hands, and the tears running down his 
face, he exclaimed. Oh, I will give myself to 
Jesus ! Ah, said the missionary, that is what 
He wants. He will receive yourself joyfully ! 

A sincere and undivided heart is what we 
must bring to Jesus. No doubt it will be weak 
and full of blemishes, but let us not hold back 
on that account. Jesus will receive us not- 
withstanding our many shortcomings, and aid 
us to show our gratitude to Him both with our 
lips and in our lives. 
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XXIV. 

Healing the Ear of the High Priest's 

Servant. 

St. Matthew xxvi. — St. Mark xiv.— St. Luke xxii. 

— St. John xviii. 

IT is remarkable that while all four Evangelists 
relate the incident of Peter's sudden attack 
on Malchus, and cutting off his ear, St. Luke 
alone records the interesting fact of our Lord 
immediately healing the wounded man. The 
first thing, I think, that strikes one in reading 
the account of this miracle, is the wonderful 
sympathy and compassion of our beloved 
Lord, which no circumstances ever seemed to 
check. Barely risen from His hour of agony 
in Gethsemane, agony which we have not mind 
to conceive nor power to fathom. He and His 
few companions were suddenly surrounded by 
an armed multitude, led by one of His own 
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chosen twelve. He knew these people were 
thirsting for His blood, and that death alone 
would deliver Him out of their hands. The 
impulsive Peter, seeing his Master's danger, 
instantly drew his sword and attacked one of 
the men who had come to seize Him. Aiming 
probably at his head, he cut off his ear. 
Doubtless at this moment the confusion was 
very great ; but Jesus, reproving Peter for what 
he had done, and desiring him to sheath his 
sword, put forth His hand, — that hand which 
was never raised but to bless and heal, and 
which in a few hours was to be nailed to the 
cross, — and touching the wounded man, healed 
him, saying as He did so, " Suffer ye thus far." 
Many thoughts suggest themselves in medi- 
tating upon this deeply interesting and awful 
scene. One, as I remarked above, is Christ's 
unfailing love and compassion. His own 
situation at the moment might have been 
all engrossing; but no sooner did He see a 
suffering, wounded man, albeit one of His cruel 
enemies who had come to seize Him, than 
He immediately performed a miracle for his 
benefit, the last one of His life on earth. 
Then His thoughtful care for His disciples in 
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the dangerous position in which they were 
placed. Having with calm dignity acknow- 
ledged to His assailants that He was the 
person they came to seek, He then asked 
that His followers might be allowed to ga 
free. Their subsequent selfish and cowardly 
conduct showed them but little worthy of such 
loving care. Not one stayed with Him in 
such a moment. "They all forsook Him, and 
fled." 

We may indeed thank God that He does 
not deal with us after our sins, nor reward us- 
according to our iniquities. Surely we may 
strive to imitate Him in this, by not returning 
evil for evil to our fellow-creatures, by en- 
deavouring to show sympathy and kindness- 
to those who have treated us with the very 
reverse. No doubt this is very difficult ta 
flesh and blood ; there are some cases where it 
is very hard even to an amiable and naturally 
forgiving disposition to forgive from the heart ;. 
but it must be done if we would have any part 
with Christ. Forgiving others is a command- 
ment which He frequently enforced, both in 
parables and in the plainest language, telling: 
us that our own sins would not be pardoned 
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if we did not forgive the injuries of others. 
Of this great Christian principle our Lord 
Himself is the highest and most perfect 
example, and all who call themselves by His 
name must strive to follow Him in this as in 
all things. Jesus will help us to do all He has 
•commanded us to do, and it is a great help to 
istudy His life : to consider how He, who never 
offended, was treated by those whom He came 
to save ; how His life was one long patient 
endurance and never-ending forgiveness, even 
to the last hour, when in the midst of His 
agonies He could yet ask His Father to forgive 
His murderers. Even when some of our fellow- 
creatures have wrecked all our earthly happi- 
ness, taken the sun out of our lives, and caused 
us bitter sorrow from neglect and ingratitude, 
-still all must be forgiven ; and in striving to do 
so we are greatly aided by the example of our 
Saviour, into whose likeness all true Christians 
desire to grow. Then there is the powerful 
motive of how much has been forgiven us, and 
at what a price that forgiveness has been 
obtained for us. Can we profess to love Christ, 
and yet not obey His; commandments ? Can 
we fully take in .the meaning of the words, " I 
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forgave thee all that debt/* and yet refuse ta 
forgive our fellow-sinner ? When tempted to 
retaliate^ let us remember the gentle words, 
"Suffer ye thus far !" As if He would have said,. 
Be patient: do not try to revenge yourself. 
We must go farther even than this; and as 
Jesus healed His wounded enemy, we must do 
good to those who do evil to us, and pray for 
those who hate and despitefuUy use us. 

Another lesson which strikes us forcibly in 
studying this passage is the perfect submission 
of the Son to the Father : in this also, as in all 
things, our Great Example. Having restrained 
Peter's zeal for His defence, and desired Him 
to put up his sw.ord, He adds : " The cup which 
my Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it ? " 

The previous hour in Gethsemane may give 
us as much idea as we can attain to of what 
the bitterness of that cup was; but His 
Father had given it Him, and that was 
enough. Resignation in affliction, patience 
under trials, submission in all circumstances to 
the will of God, are no doubt very difficult 
attainments; but they must be striven after, 
constantly, earnestly, prayerfully. We have 
many incentives to this necessary duty, more 
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numerous than can now be entered into, 
Christ's example being the chief. And, alas, 
many obstacles, pride and unbelief being the 
strongest and most obstinate ! If we carefully 
examine ourselves, we shall find that want of 
patience and submission generally arise from 
one or both of these deadly evils. Few 
people, we suppose, doubt God's wisdom, 
fewer still His power; but, oh, how many, 
even of His own children, doubt His love! 
Too many often feel, if they do not say, If 
God really loved me, would He try me so 
severely, so constantly ; would He deprive me 
of so much of this world's happiness ? I know 
there must be sorrow and disappointment and 
deprivation in this world; but why am I so 
very hardly dealt with .? Is such constant trial 
necessary ? It is want of faith in God's love 
that suggests such questionings. There is but 
one answer to such dishonouring doubts. 
Look at the cross, and there behold a love 
which passeth knowledge. Would such love 
as that grieve us without a cause? And 
because our ignorance and blindness prevents 
our seeing and believing in the need-be, shall 
we then doubt God's love? Humble and 
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unrepining submission to the will of our Father 
makes trouble easier to bear, and He will not 
leave us without support, enabling us to look 
upon our sorrows as light afflictions which are 
but for a moment, while the rest that remaineth 
is for ever. What a strengthening thought it 
is, too, that we can glorify God by patient 
endurance and unmurmuring trust ! We know, 
from our Saviour's example, that it is not 
sinful to beseech our Father to spare us some 
dreaded sorrow, only we must never forget the 
^' nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt," 
that so immediately followed the petition. 
Let the disciples of Christ when in affliction 
and trial show the world that their Master 
enables them to say, "The cup which my 
Father hath given me, shall I not drink it ? " 
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XXV. 

Turning the Water into Wine at the 

Wedding Feast 

St. John ii. 

THE very precious Gospel of St. John 
contains less of our Lord^s doings than 
any of the three previous, but more of His 
words, those words of which He Himself says, 
" They are spirit, and they are life ; " and such 
they have proved to an untold multitude. 
The few miracles which St. John relates are 
described more minutely, and with greater 
detail, than is the style of the other evangelists. 
Five of them are recorded by St. John alone. 
The first, which he also says was the beginning 
of our Lord's miracles, and one which would 
cause His wonderful powers to be largely 
circulated, took place in Cana of Galilee, at a 
wedding feast. The mother of Jesus being in 

K 
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a humble sphere of life, her friends and 
acquaintances were probably of the same, and 
the fact of the want of wine on an occasion 
when we may suppose every exertion would 
be made for the entertainment of the guests, 
certainly showed that the host was not very 
well off; but our Lord, who could sympathise 
with those who rejoiced as well as with those 
who mourned, condescended to use His al- 
mighty power to increase the general pleasure 
and festivity by providing an ample supply of 
good wine. 

May we not learn from this that social 
gatherings and meetings of well-ordered 
hospitality are not contrary to God's will ? It 
is the abuse of these things, and the con- 
sequent evil arising from them, that makes- 
them hurtful. Jesus at the marriage feast has 
often been brought forward as a reason for 
indulging in much that Jesus would never have 
countenanced. It is impossible to draw a hard 
and straight line on the subject of mixing in 
society. The Christian as he advances in his- 
path, will soon learn what society helps him,, 
and what hinders him in the narrow way, and 
will avoid the latter. It is also well to- 
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remember that it cannot be good for the 
Christian to go to places or mix in company 
where the presence of Jesus is not desired, 
where He would be looked upon as a most 
unwelcome visitor, and where even speaking of 
Him would be considered a very ill-timed and 
disagreeable subject. In the important and 
often difficult question of how much or how 
little a disciple of Christ should mix in the 
world, the love of Jesus will be the best guide 
to those who sincerely desire to do His will 
and follow in His footsteps. It is a great 
mistake to suppose that God, who gave His 
beloved Son that we might attain to ever- 
lasting happiness, desires to deny us all 
happiness and pleasure in this life ; that would 
be a view of His character very unlike what 
He has revealed of Himself in His own Word. 
But many will call upon Him to come and be 
with them, and give them the strength and 
comfort of His presence at the death-bed and 
the funeral, who will not ask Him to the 
wedding feast. They will call upon Him in 
the time of trouble, but do not want Him to 
intermeddle with their joy. Can this be right ? 
Do we not as earnestly wish for the presence 
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of a dear one in the time of rejoicing and 
pleasure as in the hour of sorrow and trial? 
Should we not feel there was something in- 
complete if that loved one was absent ? Let 
us entreat our loving Saviour to be ever with 
us: we need His sanctifying influence in our 
joys as much as in our sorrows. The bright 
day will not be really happy unless His smile 
is upon us. The dark night will not over- 
whelm us if He is beside us. 

There is mention on more occasions than 
one of the Lord going to dine with the proud, 
the worldly, the hypocritical Pharisee. But 
what did He go to these feasts for ? That He 
might be about His Father's business. What 
He said and did on these occasions is recorded, 
as well as His acceptance of the invitations. 
When mixing in a lower rank of life He (as 
His enemies accused Him of) ate and drank 
with publicans and sinners, it was that He 
might seek and save those that were lost 

It would be well for Christians to consider 
in going much into general society, whether 
they go in the Lord's spirit, and with His ends 
in view. In many things it is difficult to 
answer categorically the question, Is this thing 
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right, or is it wrong? There are occasions 
when we. may say that things are lawful for us, 
but not expedient It behoves us to look well, 
each for themselves, what is expedient, and to 
pray for the light of the Holy Spirit to abstain 
from all that might militate against the glory 
of God, or injure our own souls. 
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XXVI. 

Healing the Nobleman's Son. 

St. John iv. 

THE second miracle recorded by St. John 
also took place in Galilee. The saving 
of a nobleman's son who was at the point of 
death is the only recorded cure of one in the 
higher ranks of life. Doubtless because the 
members of this class did not seek the aid of 
Jesus : knew little, and cared less about Him. 
But in this instance, the nobleman in his dire 
distress went to Him, and besought Him to 
come to Capernaum, where his son lay dying. 
Jesus saying, "Except ye see signs and wonders, 
ye will not believe," was answered by another 
earnest appeal to come before the child died. 
Then the compassionate Saviour told him he 
might go : his son lived. The father believed 
this word without waiting to see the realization 
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of it : returned immediately, and on meeting 
the servants who were coming with the good 
news, and inquiring when his son began to 
amend, heard that it was at the very hour that 
Jesus had spoken the word. This great miracle 
caused the nobleman and all his house to 
believe. 

We find that as soon as the Lord had 
promised the recovery of his son, "the man 
believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto 
him," and found that he had not believed in 
vain. There are many who, believing that the 
Holy Scriptures are the word of God, believe 
implicitly that Jesus did speak while on earth 
all those words which the Holy Spirit has 
caused to be recorded for the benefit of 
mankind. I thank God that there are many 
such believers ! But, alas, there are not so 
many who live according to this blessed belief ! 
If they did, oh, how much more would God be 
glorified : how much happier would Christians 
be, and, without doubt, how greatly would 
the kingdom of our Lord be enlarged ! To 
believe simply the words, — the blessed promises 
of Jesus, — and so live^ is a gift more precious 
than words can describe ; but it is not unat- 
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tainable even by such weak, erring creatures as 
we are. The Holy Spirit can bestow it, and 
that is promised to those who ask for it. But 
that asking is just one of the many things that 
we are as feeble about as if we did not believe 
the promise attached. 

There are words of Jesus that are suitable to 
every state in which we can here be placed : if 
it is sorrow, there is comfort and support ; if it 
is trial and temptation, there is strength and 
guidance ; if it is darkness and perplexity, there 
is light and help. If in illness we consult a 
doctor in whom we have confidence, we do not 
leave his prescription and not send for and take 
the medicine ordered. The Great Physician 
has prescriptions for all cases, for the many 
heart aches, soul sicknesses, and grievous 
wounds of poor sinners, and we know where to 
go for them ; but go too often as if we either 
did not believe in their efficacy or did not care 
much about them, although professing to do 
so. These are sad things, but a very little 
self-examination will show their truth. True 
Christians must strive after that faith which 
not only says, " I believe," but acts up to the 
belief, — fights that good fight without for a 
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moment laying down their arms, without 
wearying, without questioning, — knowing that 
the strife will not end till faith is swallowed up 
in sight We find great faith in many of those 
sufferers on whom the Saviour performed 
His miracles, without hesitation obeying the 
command received, however unlikely the power 
to do so might appear, and benefiting ac- 
cordingly. We may learn much from them. 

There is a very solemn thought connected 
with the circumstance that this nobleman is 
the only recorded instance of one of his class 
seeking Jesus; it is to be found in St. Paul 
telling the Corinthians " that not many wise 
men after the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble are called." No doubt the wisdom 
and greatness of this world are naturally 
opposed to the Gospel ; but there is no station 
into which a man can be born that precludes 
his salvation. God saw fit that salvation 
should at first be specially preached to the 
poor, by the poor and lowly ; but no one was 
excluded from His free and glorious gift. The 
humility absolutely necessary before we can 
enter the kingdom of heaven, is no doubt a 
great stumbling-block in the way of those who 
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are wise in their own sight, rich and exalted in 
the world's eye. But when the Spirit of God 
enters into the heart, all is changed ; the 
possessor of riches, learning, and greatness 
lays all these things at the foot of the cross, 
and glories only in Christ, and Him crucified. 
Let no one think they would have found it 
easier to serve God in some other state of Ufe 
than that in which they have been placed. 
We know our own temptations and trials, and 
think them very hard. We know not those of 
others. Riches are no doubt a great weight to 
carry in life's race, and no one should desire 
them ; but if God sees fit to bestow them, they 
can be used so as to bring blessing both on the 
possessor and on those with whom he shares 
them. Poverty has many, many trials, and 
hindrances too, in the onward path, the 
greatness of which can only be estimated by 
those who bear them. And it is the same in 
all circumstances. If the person born in a 
high position in the world has to struggle 
against the evil peculiar to that situation, the 
one who enters life in a lowly sphere has 
his temptations also. The intellectual and 
learned meet with many obstacles, so do the 
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ignorant and uneducated. Every one should 
strive to become acquainted with the tempta- 
tions of their own case, whether arising from 
their outward circumstances or inward dis- 
positions, and watch accordingly ; just as any 
sensible traveller, who setting out on a long 
journey through an unknown country, would 
take every precaution to arm himself against 
the dangers he knows he will have to encounter. 
We return to our starting point, the necessity 
and blessing of believing the words of Jesus. 
Faith in Him will enable us to surmount all 
difficulties, and to endure unto the end, when 
we shall receive the reward He has promised 
to those who overcome. 
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XXVII. 

Healing the Impotent Man at the Pool 

of Bethesda. 

St. John v. 

THIS miracle, so remarkable in itself, and 
surrounded with so much that was inte- 
resting, is narrated by St. John alone. What 
a strange scene it must have been, — those 
five porches filled with a suffering multitude, 
some blind, some lame, all more or less help- 
less ! What a sad spectacle ; and only one at 
a time could receive the benefit from the 
angel's visit ! How many eager, anxious eyes 
must have watched for that Divine messenger, 
and oh, how many groans and lamentations 
must have been given way to by those who 
had not been able to reach the troubled water 
in time ! Try and realize the scene, and 
especially look at the miserable object who 
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had been helpless from disease for eight and 
thirty years. Eight and thirty years ! More 
than half the average of life. Probably all 
those who succeeded in getting first into 
the pool must have done so by the aid of 
friends; but this poor creature, as he told 
Jesus, had no one to help him. Surely 
he must have become almost hopeless ; but 
still he lay there. How little could he have 
expected what was to follow when the Lord 
spoke to him, for it appears he did not know 
Jesus. But the moment he heard that word of 
power, " Rise," he did not stop to argue or to 
wonder, but immediately rose and took up his 
bed. He was cured ; and perhaps went with- 
out loss of time to offer up his thanksgivings 
for this great and unexpected mercy, as Jesus 
found him afterwards in the temple. The 
Jews in their blind hatred sought to kill their 
Messiah, giving as a reason. His having per- 
formed a signal act of mercy, which these 
hypocrites called breaking the Sabbath. Their 
conduct on this occasion drew from our Lord 
the clearest and most distinct avowal of His 
perfect union with the Father. Precious words, 
for which we can never be sufficiently thankful. 
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How unspeakably comforting for us to know 
that the Son has life in Himself, and can 
impart it to whomsoever He will. The body 
of this poor man, who lay year after year 
watching the pool, must have been more than 
half dead; but yet, directly the Saviour's 
voice was heard, life entered into the helpless 
limbs : he rose up and walked, and was able to 
carry away his bed. 

And will not the same compassionate and 
powerful Saviour listen to the cry of those who 
beseech Him to take away their hard and 
worldly hearts, and give them new and living 
ones ? It is interesting to observe how often the 
verb to rise, in its different moods, is employed 
to describe the new birth and consequent life 
of the Christian. " Arise from the dead : " " If 
ye then be risen with Christ" When the 
Lord called St. Matthew "he arose and 
followed Him." At the resurrection it is said 
of the body, " It is raised in incorruption : it is 
raised in glory: it is raised in power." And 
many more similar expressions might be 
quoted. It is very necessary for those whom 
Christ's calling has raised from the death of 
sin, to remember that they are not to sit still 
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and do nothing. Having risen, they must 
enter on a perpetual course of rising, always 
striving higher and higher. 

The man at the Pool of Bethesda did not 
obey^ the Lord's command only in part. He 
was not satisfied with merely being able to 
rise, he directly took up his bed and walked. 
He made proof of his newly bestowed power, 
and bravely taking up a burden went onward. 
How delightful must have been the sensation 
of life and strength entering into those poor 
limbs which had only been like lumber to him 
for so many weary years ! How strange it 
would have seemed if, when enabled to rise, 
he had stood still, staring idly about him, and 
not immediately made use of his quickened 
limbs. 

Those who are indeed risen with Christ must 
give proof of it, by going onward, upward, — 
seeking the things which are above, and which 
we must rise to attain to. The things we see 
around us, which are temporal, have almost all 
a downward tendency. The atmosphere of the 
world is a lowering one ; it tends to drowsiness 
in spiritual things : it is often very difficult to 
rise above it, but if we do not constantly 
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Strive to do so, we shall come to a stand-still. 
Stand-still did I say ? There is no such thing! 
Nothing in nature stands still ; and most 
certainly human nature does not. If we are 
not treading the upward path, we are sinking 
on the downward: if we are not rising, we 
are falling. One of the many lies with which 
Satan ruins souls is that there is a kind of 
middle path, well laid with morality and 
worldly honour and general amiability, which 
will somehow come all right in the end. There 
is no such thing ! There are but the two ways ; 
the broad and the narrow. Man may not be 
always able to see on which his fellow-travellers 
are journeying. Happily he is not called upon 
to decide. But, to the eye of God, these paths 
are as far apart as heaven and hell, where they 
respectively end. 

Before concluding I would make one or two 
remarks, suggested by our Lord's desiring the 
impotent man to take up his bed. The same 
command, it will be remembered, was given to 
the paralytic man who was let down on his 
bed through the roof of the house to enable 
him to get into the presence of Jesus. One 
reason, probably, for the order, was to prove 
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jiot only to the men themselves, but to those 
by whom they were surrounded, the reality of 
the new life and power they had just received, 
which enabled them not only to rise and walk, 
but to bear a burden with them. To one just 
realizing the blessed truth that they have 
passed from death unto life, it often causes 
disappointment, and even discouragement, to 
find that they have burdens to carry when 
they hoped they were entering on a life of 
freedom. It is true that the greaty the in- 
supportable burden has been taken off them, — 
the burden of sin. The Sin-bearer has taken 
that away for ever. But there are other loads 
we have to carry, often it must be confessed of 
our own making ; and then our soul's great 
^nemy is always watching to throw any weight 
upon us which will hinder or at least harass us 
on our pilgrimage. 

But there is one thing that we may be 
always sure of: God will not lay upon us any 
-cross without giving us help to bear it. Jesus 
would not have told these men to take up and 
■carry away their beds unless He had given the 
necessary strength to do so. We should be 
very careful not to take up burdens that we 

L 



146 INCIDENTS IN OUR LORD'S LIFE. 

cannot carry to God's glory ; but for those that 
are laid upon us we have the promise, " Cast 
your burden upon the Lord, and He shall 
sustain you." Alas, these blessed words might 
never have been written for all the use that 
many make of them ! Poor souls, groaning 
under some heavy load which you are trying to 
bear, and to bear submissively too, take it to 
Jesus, and He will help you : He knows what 
it is to bear. What has He not borne for us t 
And, however weary the way may be, comfort 
yourselves and take courage from the thought,, 
" That He which raised up the Lord Jesus shall 
raise up us also by Jesus." 

Bethesda's Pool has lost its power. 

No angel, by his glad descent, 
Dispenses that Diviner dower 

Which with its healing waters went : 
But He, whose Word surpassed its wave, 
Is still omnipotent to save. 
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XXVIII. 

Raising Lazarus from the Dead. 

St. John xi. 

THE three next miracles recorded by St. 
John we have already noticed : viz., 
feeding five thousand in the wildcrnesSi Jesus 
walking on the water, and giving sight to the 
man who was born blind ; and now we come 
to consider the seventh, — the amazing act of 
bringing Lazarus back to this world after he 
had been dead to it for four days. Who but 
God could have done this ? How disappointed 
the sisters Martha and Mary, who loved Jesus, 
must have felt at no notice being taken of 
their message. They had not asked Jesus to 
come : they knew He loved their brother, and 
probably thought it was enough to let Him 
know that Lazarus was ill ; surely He would 
hasten to them in their distress. But He did 
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not come. Why} Because it was more for 
the glory of God that He should not go till 
Lazarus was dead and buried. And the glory 
of the Father was ever the first in the mind of 
the Son. 

It would be well for Christians if they too 
were more anxious for that, than the gratifica- 
tion of their own desires. Jesus knew that He 
was going to restore the brother to the sisters, 
and turn their sorrow into joy; but yet He 
saw fit that they should pass through the grief 
of seeing the sickness terminate in the bitter 
end, and of having to lay their beloved in the 
tomb. And all this time their Friend had not 
come to them. At last Jesus proposed to go, 
at the risk of His own life from the enmity of 
the Jews, as it appeared to His disciples. 

And here we cannot pass without observa- 
tion the love of Thomas for his Master, — love 
which was stronger than the fear of death. 
That same Thomas, who was so incredulous 
of our Lord's resurrection, on this occasion 
said to the other disciples, "Let us also go, 
that we may die with Him." They then pror 
ceeded to Bethany. As we learn from the 
conclusion of the previous chapter, that Jesus 
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had gone away beyond Jordan, to the place 
where John at first baptized, He had a con- 
siderable journey to make. The mourning 
sisters, who had many friends with them 
striving to comfort them, heard of the approach 
of the Lord ; and here the difference of their 
natural characters comes out strongly, though 
they had the same love. As soon as Martha 
heard He was coming, she went to meet Him : 
but Mary sat still in the house. When she 
saw the Saviour, she addressed to Him the 
touching words, " Lord, if Thou hadst been 
here, my brother had not died." There seems 
almost a shade of reproof in these words, as 
if she had said, " Ah, if you had come sooner, 
you would have saved him: we should have 
been spared this cruel grief." She forgot for 
the moment that, had the Lord seen fit so to 
do. He could have saved Lazarus as easily 
absent, as present. But her faith quickly re- 
asserting itself, she says she knows that even 
now God will grant whatever He shall ask. 
On her confession of belief in the resurrection, 
our Saviour gave utterance to those blessed, 
thrice blessed words, in the twenty-fifth and 
twenty-sixth verses, which have given life and 



ISO INCIDENTS IN OUR LORD'S LIFE. 

peace and strength to an unknown multitude 
and will continue to do so to all true believers! 
in Christ. w^ 

Martha, having again distinctly affirmed hef |3 
faith in Jesus, returned to her sister to tell her 
that the Master was calling for her. Though |« 
Mary had not gone to meet Him at first, y 
she no sooner heard that He had sent for her, 
than she arose quickly and went to Him. 
When she saw Him, — her gentle, quiet spirit 
overcome with grief,— she threw herself at His 
feet, and addressed Him in the same words 
that her sister had done, — showing how much 
they had hoped, and how bitterly they had 
been disappointed. On beholding her tears, 
and the sorrow of those who accompanied her, 
Jesus groaned, and was troubled ; and in answer 
to His inquiry where Lazarus had been laid, 
they told Him to come and see. He wept! 
What a depth is contained in these two words, 
"Jesus wept!" More than we can fathom. 
But, thanks be to God who had them recorded, 
we can see enough in them to give us the 
deepest, truest comfort The thought of the 
tears of Jesus may dry ours, and cause us 
indeed to rejoice. We will consider them 
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^simply in the light of being shed from tender 
I pity and sympathy for the distress of those 
around Him. He was literally doing what 
His true servant Paul afterwards inculcated : 
^' Weep with them that weep." How clearly 
we see here that our Saviour is man as well as 
God. " For verily He took not on Him the 
nature of angels ; but He took on Him the 
:seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things 
it behoved Him to be made like unto His 
brethren." 

The Man Christ Jesus is indeed a blessed 
thought for us poor, weak, fallen creatures. 
Although He knew He was about to restore 
Lazarus to his attached sisters, and how soon 
their sorrow would be turned into joy, still 
their present affliction so touched His tender 
heart that He wept with them. What a 
Saviour ! Solomon says, " The heart knoweth 
its own bitterness ; " and it is true indeed, for 
none, even of those dearest and most closely 
united to us, can feel and understand all we 
are suffering when under affliction ; and often- 
times the bitterest grief is that which we have 
to bear in secret, and disclose to no human ear. 
But to Jesus we can tell all, assured that we 
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are pouring out our woes to the most feeling 
heart, to One who knows by personal ex- 
perience what sorrow is. 

When the Lord came to the grave, He 
desired that the stone which covered the 
mouth of the cave should be removed. Here 
again we see the wonderful inconsistency of 
human nature. Martha, who had so lately 
made a good confession of her faith in the 
divinity of her Master, yet objected to His 
order; and, as if it had been prompted by 
mere curiosity, remarked that corruption must 
have set in, as her brother had been four days 
dead. Christians who have often stood firm 
under some trial of their faith, too often 
waver, and are disposed not to yield to some 
apparently trifling dispensation, simply because 
they cannot understand the reason of it, 
Martha was quickly silenced, by the Lord 
reminding her that if she would believe she 
should see the glory of God. How often have 
we been told the same } 

Now let us try to picture the scene that 
followed ; but we can hardly realize it. The 
Son of God, standing with His eyes raised to 
heaven, addressing His Father in the words of 
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love and confidence, and ever thinking of the 
people He had come to seek and to save, was 
desirous that, being witness to this great 
miracle, they might believe that He was sent 
from God. Then, with a loud voice. He 
commanded the dead to come forth ; and 
immediately Lazarus, bound hand and foot, 
arose, and came forth. When the conqueror 
of death and the grave commanded, they 
were compelled to yield up the prey they had 
taken possession of. No power could hold 
him back. The dead will not be called again 
from their graves till Jesus returns. But there 
is a vast multitude on earth who are dead in 
trespasses and sins, and upon them the Lord is 
always calling in various ways to arise, to break 
the bonds in which they are held by sin and 
Satan, and to come forth from darkness to 
light, for it is yet the day of salvation ; thanks 
to Almighty God the door is still open, the 
cleansing fountain is still flowing. 

But the day of grace will be followed by an 
eternal night to those who have not taken 
advantage of it : the door will one day be 
closed to those who have not accepted the 
invitation to enter in. Oh, reader, hasten, 
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while yet it is the accepted time : " Escape 
for thy life." Hearken to the Lord's calling, 
knocking, pleading ; fall down before Him 
who is the " resurrection and the life," and He 
will command that you should be loosed from 
your bands, and let go free ! 
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XXIX. 

The Second Miraculous Draught of 

Fishes. 

St. John xxi. 

THIS is the only miracle recorded that our 
Lord performed after His resurrection, 
though St John tells us that Jesus did many 
signs in the presence of the disciples which 
were not written ; and His sudden appearances 
amongst them, and as sudden vanishings, were 
of course contrary to what we call the laws of 
nature. On this occasion we find seven of the 
disciples following their old occupation as 
fishermen on the Sea of Tiberias, or Lake of 
Galilee, as it was more commonly called, the 
waters and shores of which must have been 
greatly endeared to them by many sacred 
memories of their beloved Lord. They had 
returned to Galilee in obedience to the com- 
mand to go there to meet Jesus. Though 
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they were out all night, they had caught 
nothing. When the morning came, they saw 
a man on the shore : for some reason they were 
not permitted to recognise Jesus. On finding 
that they had got nothing, He desired them 
to cast the net on the right side of the ship. 
They did so, and now it became so heavily 
laden that they could not draw it up. This 
sudden wonder immediately made John sure 
that it was the I-,ord. Love is very quick in 
apprehending, and he directly imparted his 
assurance to Peter. They were not far from 
land, and the impulsive Peter immediately 
jumped into the water that he might get the 
quicker ashore. The others followed, and 
found a fire and food preparing for them. 

Though we are expressly told that this was 
the third time that the disciples had seen the 
Lord since His resurrection, there appears to 
have been an awe over them, which restrained 
them, and prevented their venturing to address 
Him. Jesus then Himself distributed the food 
to them; and when the meal was over, the 
deeply interesting conversation between the 
Saviour and Peter took place, which is repeated 
only by St John. The thrice repeated question 



MIRACULOUS DRAUGHT OF FISHES. 157 

of our Lord, as to Peter's love of Him, is 
generally supposed to point to and to be a 
reminder of that Apostle's three-fold denial of 
his Master. It may be so. But there is 
another light which I think strikes one in 
studying this most interesting passage : namely, 
that the Lord wished to impress upon His 
weak, though truly attached servant, that if he 
really loved Him, he must show it by working 
for Him, by caring for those who were precious 
to Him. Peter had ever been very forward 
in professing His love for, and his faith in 
Jesus. It is true that, under sharp trial, he 
had failed, and fallen grievously ; but he had 
deeply repented, and was forgiven. Every 
time that Peter answered his Lord's question 
in the affirmative, a command followed. The 
Saviour was about to leave them. He was 
going to return to heaven: they must for a 
time remain on earth, and must pass through 
the dark valley before they could see Him 
again. Absence is a test of true attachment. 
And now that they must live without His 
bodily presence, let them prove that they were 
not of those who cry, " Lord, Lord, but do not 
the things that He commands." 
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Christ's command to feed His sheep, com- 
mends Itself to all who call themselves by His 
name. If you are living yourself on the bread 
of life, you are bound to tell others where it 
can be procured, and to aid them in obtaining 
it. If you have drank of that water which 
prevents any future thirst, you must not keep 
it to yourself ; you must try and induce others 
to go to Jesus, that they may never hunger and 
thirst any more. 

Alas, how many there are now on the face 
of the earth who are without this life-giving 
bread and water, though there is enough and 
to spare ! Oh, ye who love the Lord, tell of 
this inexhaustible store-house of food which 
nourisheth to eternal life! This is to feed 
Christ's sheep. 

The last words that St. John has recorded of 
the Saviour's are remarkable, and require the 
deepest attention of His people : ** Follow thou 
Me." 

After Jesus had prophesied to Peter of His 
death, and the manner of it, the latter wished 
to ask about the future of his companion John, 
who being especially loved, Peter perhaps felt 
particularly curious to know what might be in 
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store for him. The Lord did not see fit to tell 
him, and checked him by saying, that what He 
willed respecting John, did not concern him, 
Peter. His business was to follow Him. To 
be enabled to follow Jesus should be the con- 
stant prayer of those for whom He died. Each 
one has his own appointed path ; and they 
may be very different here, but all tend in the 
same direction, all look to the same goal, and 
all end in the same home. Though some of 
us may find our way very steep, or very rough, 
very weary, or very lonely, and think the 
crosses we have to carry very heavy, let us 
always remember that Jesus does not ask us to 
tread any path that He has not trod Himself. 
We are to follow Him. In the simile so often 
used in Scripture of the Shepherd and His 
flock, we find in the beautiful tenth chapter of 
this Gospel, the sheep described as following 
their Shepherd. Here, if we observe a shepherd 
with his sheep, we see him driving them before 
him, and roughly calling in any that seem 
inclined to stray. But the Lord's sheep are 
never driven : they follow their Shepherd. 
And why "i Because " they know His voice." 
Let us take heed that we always follow 



l6o INCIDENTS IN OUR LORD'S LIFE. 

closely^ or we shall not receive much benefit 
from our Shepherd's leading. We are told of 
an occasion when Peter followed his Master 
**afar off/' and we know what came of that 
But he was soon recalled. One look did it 
When Jesus, in the midst of the sufferings He 
was undergoing at the hands of sinners, received 
yet another blow,— which must have been bitter 
indeed, coming from one of His own disciples, 
' — He said not a word, only turned and looked 
upon His faithless servant. That look was 
enough to recall the wandering sheep. No 
doubt, in after life, the recollection of that 
look helped often to strengthen Peter in His 
Master's service, from which he never again 
swerved. 

To follow Christ is the only safe path. In 
following Him we follow One who never 
deceives, One who never changes, and One 
who will keep us from all real evil, though He 
has never promised that it shall be a smooth 
path, or one in which we shall not have to 
encounter many enemies. But though in this 
world it may not be a bright one, still those 
who walk in it consistently, know that it. is the 
happiest, and that in it they possess what all 
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the world cannot give them, or take from them. 
And then the end ! Those who have followed 
the Saviour here, will find Him waiting for 
them at the door of the place He has gone to 
prepare for them, where sin and sorrow cannot 
enter, and where they will be for ever with the 
Lord. 



In concluding this slight survey of our Lord's 
miracles, and of the thoughts which they appear 
so naturally to suggest, I repeat the hope that 
this simple work might, with God's blessing, 
cause others, in reading His Word, to reflect 
more on what they read, and see how much 
they can draw from it for their own benefit, — 
how much individual light, and strength, and 
comfort it will give them. It is a mine of 
wealth that can never be exhausted. It is one 
of the standing evidences that the Bible is the 
Word of God, and therefore eternal truth, that 
it is suited to all time. It is as necessary and 
applicable to all people of the earth at this 
day, as it was when first given, and will remain 
so while the world lasts. No social changes, 
no increase of knowledge or civilization can 
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ever make the Bible less valuable, or less 
suited to the wants of mankind. The Holy 
Spirit alone could have written such a book. 
Is there any folly equal to neglecting or 
despising it.? In glancing back over the 
thoughts suggested to me by these works of 
Christ, I find the most prominent was always 
the love of Jesus : all others seemed to flow 
from that, that wonderful, untiring, unchanging 
love. And to whom ? To sinners. That love 
is a miracle in itself. 

I did not wish to attempt to explain any 
difficulties, or to discuss any disputed points : 
there are plenty of books on such subjects. I 
have simply endeavoured (however feebly) to 
point out the Gospel truths, which stand out 
so prominently in the life of Christ. To re- 
member these is of the last importance ; indeed, 
without such remembrance there can be no 
Christian life. On the last evening of our 
Lord's life on earth. He, at the passover supper, 
gave the touching command to His disciples,. 
" This do in remembrance of Me." Of course 
this applies primarily to showing the " Lord's 
death till He cpme ; " but it appears to me that 
these farewell words should be treasured up in 
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the heart of the Christian, that he may act 
upon them at all times. How anxiously do 
we endeavour to obey the desires and execute 
the wishes of some loved one who has been 
taken from us; and shall we be less so for 
Him, who gave Himself to die for us ? When 
we find it very difficult to do something which 
we know should be done, what a help to have 
that tender wish, " This do in remembrance of 
Me." When slothful and self-indulgent, or 
perhaps sad and weary, we are shrinking from 
and leaving undone some work for Him, let 
us listen to the gentle yet powerful words, 
" This do in remembrance of Me." 

Finally, I must remark that I have left un- 
touched the greatest miracle of all : the death 
of the Son of God upon the cross for sinners. 
But, reader, meditate upon it, for therein lies 
your life. 
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